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A Note on This Edition

This Bookshelf edition gathers the introduction and twenty-eight
studies first published at The Overcomer Magazine, revising them
as one continuous journey through Job. It retains the original
pastoral burden while correcting source attributions, the order of
the debates, and statements that said more than the biblical text
warrants.

Jessie Penn-Lewis’s The Story of Job: A Glimpse into the Mystery
of Suffering remains an acknowledged influence. This is Rick
Simoni’s independent devotional exposition, not her book
republished, nor a chapter-for-chapter abridgement. The
twenty-eight-chapter arrangement belongs to this edition. Her
work has a different structure.

Her words in this edition have been checked against a scan of the
fourth edition of her book, whose preface is dated June 1902. The
meditations and checkpoints remain the present author’s
responsibility.

All biblical quotations in this edition use the King James Version.
The New Testament provides the fuller light in which we read
Job, while the historical setting and the actual words of each
speaker remain important. Connections to Christ are identified as
such; suggestive parallels are not presented as explicit apostolic
identifications. Penn-Lewis herself used the Revised Version and
marginal readings as well as the Authorized Version. Where those
readings affect her interpretation, this edition explains the
difference rather than presenting them as KJV quotations.

Read with an open Bible. Let the Lord’s Word govern these pages
and His Spirit bring their truth into daily life.
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Preface

Jessie Penn-Lewis is one of the Christian writers I most treasure
for her spiritual depth. I first read her book The Story of Job more
than thirty-five years ago, and its burden has stayed with me: we
must recognize the integrity of the man whom God permits to
pass through the fire. If we begin by assuming that suffering
proves hidden hypocrisy, we have already taken our place beside
the friends.

Returning to a familiar book should make us more attentive. We
must distinguish what Scripture says from what we have
supplied, and a valued writer’s words from our own summaries.
The Lord does not need exaggeration to defend His truth.

These chapters follow a movement from integrity through the
furnace and the whirlwind to a deeper knowledge of God. Job’s
speech is sometimes brave, sometimes wounded, and sometimes
in need of correction. The Lord can vindicate His servant against
false accusation and humble that same servant before His
wisdom.

I want this book to help those who cannot explain what has
happened to them, and those standing beside them. We need to
know the Lord more truly, speak of Him more faithfully, and learn
the patient love His Spirit forms in His people.

Christ is risen and reigns now. His life is ours now, even while we
wait for the redemption of our bodies. To overcome is to be kept
in fellowship with Him through sorrow, receiving grace to
believe, obey, forgive, and love.

May these pages give you courage to bring Him your questions
and humility to receive His answer. Above all, may they
strengthen your confidence that the end of the Lord is full of pity
and tender mercy.

Rick Simoni

vi
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How to Read This Book

Read the Scripture passage before each meditation. The
twenty-eight chapters follow the biblical narrative and debates,
but they do not replace the whole text. Notice who is speaking.
God, the narrator, Job, the friends, and Elihu must not be treated
as interchangeable voices.

An inspired account can faithfully record an erroneous argument.
The friends say some true things, but their conclusions about Job
and God’s dealings with him are rebuked. Job speaks with
integrity and faith, yet God also corrects his words without
knowledge. Read particular sentences within that larger
movement.

Gold boxes contain Penn-Lewis’s own words, with her printed
page numbers. Gray boxes contain series reflections, never
quotations from her. Follow Elihu’s whole movement in chapters
23-24: messenger, Ransom, relapse, and renewed service. Short
subheads in those two chapters mark the stages.

The Overcomer’s Checkpoint is an invitation to prayer, not a
scorecard of spiritual achievement. Take time over it. A question
may expose an accusation you have believed, a presumption you
need to surrender, or a neighbor whose burden you can help to
carry. Do not force every question to fit your present experience.

Read toward Christ without turning every detail into an allegory.
James 5:11 explicitly directs the church to Job’s endurance and
the Lord’s compassion. Job’s longing for a daysman, his
confession of a living Redeemer, and his intercession invite
Christian reflection alongside the revealed work of Christ. These
connections are not all the same kind of claim. The appendix
explains the distinction.

Do not make Job’s restoration a contract. The Lord who renewed
his household also sustained faithful witnesses through
imprisonment and death. Our sure inheritance is in Christ. Ask
boldly for healing and relief without measuring another believer’s
faith by the outcome.
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A Voice from the Ash Heap

“Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold
where they fine it.”

Job 28:1

There are few subjects that reveal the limits of religious
explanation as quickly as the suffering of a righteous person.
We can repeat familiar truths while standing at a distance. It
is harder to speak faithfully beside an ash heap, where a man
has lost his children, his health, his security, and the
understanding of his friends.

Jessie Penn-Lewis’s The Story of Job helped me see the
importance of beginning where Scripture begins: with a
servant whom God calls upright. Her book remains a valued
influence, but our authority is the biblical witness itself. We
must follow that witness even when it corrects a favorite
emphasis or an earlier sentence of our own.

Job is neither a technique for obtaining prosperity nor a puzzle
whose every secret is disclosed. The reader sees the heavenly
prologue; Job is never shown receiving an explanation of that
scene. We therefore know something about his trial that he
does not, while still knowing far less than God. That difference
should make us humble when we speak about the sufferings of
people whose heavenly history has not been disclosed to us.

The friends become false witnesses when they force their
conclusion upon a life that does not fit it. Job refuses their
invented accusations. Yet his own defense sometimes reaches
beyond what he knows. When God speaks, He upholds His
servant against the friends and corrects His servant’s
presumption. Mercy does not need to deny either truth.
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Penn-Lewis’s preface gives voice to the burden of these pages.
The trial of faith is real. So is the Lord’s keeping power. The
emphasis must fall finally upon Him, not upon a romantic
picture of suffering or an elite class of believers who imagine
their pain makes them superior.

JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“All who can ‘abide the fire’ are truly passing through the fire.”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, Preface to the Fourth Edition, June 1902

For the church, Job’s story is read in the light of Jesus Christ.
The perfectly righteous Sufferer has come. The Mediator lives.
The Lord who conquered death is reigning, and death itself
will be destroyed. We may therefore enter this ancient story
with reverence and hope: integrity is not forgotten, grief is not
despised, correction is not rejection, and the ash heap is not
the measure of God’s heart.
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CHAPTER 1

The Man Named Job
A Life of Integrity Before the Furnace

Job 1:1-5

“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job;
and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared
God, and eschewed evil.”

Job 1:1

The book of Job does not begin with boils, ashes, or argument.
It begins with a man. Heaven'’s first word about Job is not a
diagnosis of his pain, but a description of his walk. That order
matters. If we start with the furnace and ignore the gold, we
will misread the fire.

“Perfect and upright” does not mean sinless. Scripture never
presents Job as a rival to Christ. It means he was
wholehearted—a man whose life was not divided between God
and some hidden allegiance. He feared God when no crowd
was watching, and he turned from evil because he reverenced
the Lord, not because he feared the loss of reputation.

Job also stood as priest in his own house. After his sons and
daughters feasted, he rose early and offered burnt offerings,
“for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed
God in their hearts” (Job 1:5). He did not wait for scandal; he
interceded for what might dwell unseen. Many fathers manage
behavior, but Job watched the heart.

The opening verdict must govern our reading of the trial. Job
is not a concealed hypocrite whom disaster finally exposes. Yet
an upright man can still need deeper knowledge of God and
correction of things said under pressure. Integrity is real;
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maturity is not complete. We need both truths if we are to
follow him faithfully through the book.

The sacrifices also keep us from turning Job into a teacher of
self-salvation. He approaches God with an awareness of sin
and the need for sacrifice. Reading the whole Bible, we look
beyond repeated offerings to Jesus Christ, whose one offering
is sufficient (Hebrews 10:10-14). Job’s sincerity did not make
a Savior unnecessary. Neither does ours. The life that bears
righteous fruit is a life dependent upon the Lord, not a life that
has outgrown grace.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I fear God in private as much as I honor Him in public?

2. Do my prayers for my family express dependence upon God, rather
than a desire to control them?

3. Can I receive God’s correction without agreeing with accusations
He has not made?
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CHAPTER 2

A Scene in Heaven
When Satan Targets the Righteous

Job 1:6-22

“And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a
perfect and an upright man...”

Job 1:8

The ash heap is not the origin of Job’s suffering. The first scene is
a heavenly council. The sons of God present themselves before
the Lord, and Satan comes among them—not as an equal, and not
as an invader, but as one permitted to appear. Then the Lord
Himself names Job. Heaven is not hiding him; it is showcasing
him.

Satan’s charge is not merely against Job but against the worth of
God: “Doth Job fear God for nought?” (Job 1:9). The accuser’s
theology is transactional: strip the gifts, and the worshiper will
curse the Giver. If Satan can prove that holiness is only hired
loyalty, he slanders both the saint and the throne.

The hedge is real. Satan himself admits it. “Hast not thou made
an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he
hath on every side?” (Job 1:10). In this account the adversary can
act only within the limit God permits. The passage reveals his
dependence; it does not give us authority to explain the hidden
cause of every person’s suffering. In the first assault Satan may
touch possessions and household, but not Job’s person.

JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“The ‘hedge’ is not only around the praying one, but about his house, and
about all that he hath on every side!”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job, p. 15
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Penn-Lewis sees Job as a servant fitted to be entrusted with
suffering (p. 14). Pain is no badge of superior spirituality, but
neither does it prove that the afflicted are the least trusted. God’s
confidence in Job and Job’s dependence upon God belong
together.

The blows fall in a single day: Sabeans, fire from heaven,
Chaldeans, and then the great wind that strikes the house where
his children are gathered. The narrative is almost breathless. Yet
the next movement is worship. “Then Job arose, and rent his
mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped” (Job 1:20). Grief is not unbelief. Job blesses the
Name of the Lord while the wreckage is still smoking. “In all this
Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly” (Job 1:22).

Christ’s finished work gives the church fuller light: He has spoiled
principalities and powers (Colossians 2:15). The believer resists
the devil under the risen Lord. Job’s prologue does not make
every illness a heavenly wager. It shows an accuser who is
neither sovereign nor entitled to define God’s servant.

Penn-Lewis later reads the whole trial from four sides
(Retrospective Note C, pp. 153-154). Heaven sees God’s wisdom.
The accuser learns that Job serves God for Himself. Job learns
that God’s purpose toward him is good. And the friends learn that
suffering is not always the result of sin. Job could not see this
from the ash heap, and we cannot see it for another person’s
suffering.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Have I considered that my suffering may have nothing to do with
failure—but trust?

2. Would I still worship if everything precious was removed?

3. Does my confidence rest in Christ’s lordship when I cannot
account for what has happened?



THE STORY OF JOB THE OVERCOMER PRESS

CHAPTER 3

Still Holding Fast

The Second Attack and the Silence of Friends
Job 2:1-13

“What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall
we not receive evil?”

Job 2:10

The council gathers again. Job still stands. The Lord’s verdict
is unchanged: “still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou
movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause” (Job
2:3). Those last two words must never be lost. Heaven has
already declared that this suffering is not payment for secret
wickedness.

Satan answers with a darker wager: “Skin for skin... touch his
bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face” (Job
2:4-5). Permission is granted, and a boundary is set: “save his
life.” The second blow is the body. Sore boils from sole to
crown. Job sits among the ashes and scrapes himself with a
potsherd. Pain has now entered the house of the soul through
the door of the flesh.

Job’s wife speaks her only recorded words: “Dost thou still
retain thine integrity? curse God, and die” (Job 2:9). She is not
introduced as a villain. She too belongs to this devastated
household. Her sentence is despair wearing the clothes of
counsel. Job answers without venom: “Thou speakest as one of
the foolish women speaketh” (Job 2:10). Then comes the
sentence that holds the chapter together: “In all this did not
Job sin with his lips” (Job 2:10).

Three friends arrive—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. At first they do the one

7
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wise thing they will do for many pages: they sit, they weep,
and they are silent seven days and seven nights. Silence can
be ministry. The wound is not yet ready for words. It is only
when the words begin that the greater injury arrives.

The word “evil” in Job’s question concerns the calamity he has
received; it does not make God morally wicked. Nor does the
statement about Job’s lips in verse 10 authorize us to invent an
unrecorded inward rebellion. Scripture commends him at this
point. Later words will require correction, but we must not
smuggle that later correction into the opening scene. His wife
also needs compassion: her counsel was wrong, while her
bereavement was real. We can refuse despairing advice
without despising the person who gives it.

The next chapter will bring words that approach an edge he
has not yet crossed. Penn-Lewis also cites W. W. Peyton’s
observation that pain can serve purposes higher than
punishment (p. 23).

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Can I worship God when pain touches my body and health?

2. How do I respond when those closest to me cannot bear my trial?

3. Am I willing to sit silently with the suffering—or do I rush to
speak?
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CHAPTER 4

The Lament

When the Righteous Ask “Why Was I Born?”
Job 3:1-26

“After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.”
Job 3:1

Seven days of silence break, and what comes out is not a hymn.
Job curses the day of his birth. He does not curse God. That
distinction matters: he has not fulfilled the accuser’s prediction.
Yet lament is not a blank check. Scripture records these cries
faithfully without making every conclusion in them a faithful
account of God.

Job asks why he did not die from the womb, why light is given to
the miserable, and why life continues for the bitter in soul. His
world has collapsed, and he cannot reconcile its wreckage with
what he knows of God.

Penn-Lewis distinguishes cursing his day from the renunciation
anticipated in the heavenly challenge. Yet she regards his longing
for death as a departure from the submission of his answer to his
wife. She also acknowledges the cry of human nature pressed by
anguish. We should preserve that seriousness without treating
every exhausted sufferer as rebellious.

JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“Job had not rebelled against the Lord, but he was going perilously near
the doing so in using this language.”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job, p. 25

Scripture is not embarrassed by such voices. Elijah said, “It is
enough; now, O LORD, take away my life” (1 Kings 19:4). Jeremiah
cursed the day he was born (Jeremiah 20:14-18). Paul later wrote
that he was “pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch

9
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that we despaired even of life” (2 Corinthians 1:8). The righteous
may come to the end of themselves without coming to the end of
God.

Job 3:26 is easily missed: “I was not in safety, neither had I rest,
neither was I quiet; yet trouble came.” His anguish should not be
turned into a theory that his fear caused the catastrophe. The
opening chapters identify the adversary’s attack and God’s
permission, not a law by which anxious thoughts manufacture
disaster. Job’s words let us hear a man overwhelmed. We should
listen before we attempt to explain him.

The Spirit who teaches us to pray also helps when we do not
know what to pray for as we ought (Romans 8:26). This does not
make every anguished conclusion true. It means that weakness
does not shut the believer out of God’s care. Faith may speak
through tears and unfinished sentences. When we sit beside such
grief, our first task is not to extract a victorious testimony. It is to
love the person, carry what we can, and remain faithful in prayer.

We can receive a wounded person tenderly while helping him
distinguish what he feels from what is true of God.
Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I allow space for sorrow and lament in my spiritual life?

2. Have I judged others too quickly when they voice deep despair?

3. Can I bring my anguish to God while allowing Him to correct what
I say about Him?

10
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CHAPTER 5

When Counsel Turns to
Condemnation
Eliphaz Speaks

Job 4-5

“Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being
innocent? or where were the righteous cut off?”

Job 4:7

Eliphaz the Temanite speaks first. The narrative does not
specify the relative ages of the three friends. His tone is
polished. He praises Job’s former ministry—“thou hast
instructed many”—and then turns the knife: “now it is come
upon thee, and thou faintest” (Job 4:5). The implication is
pastoral and cruel at once. A man who once strengthened
others is now treated as if fainting were proof of fraud.

His system is simple: the innocent do not perish; therefore Job
cannot be innocent. “They that plow iniquity, and sow
wickedness, reap the same” (Job 4:8). There is a sowing and
reaping in Scripture. There is also a cross, a Joseph in prison,
a Paul in chains, and a Christ who did no sin. Eliphaz has one
proverb and tries to stretch it over the whole of providence.

He even baptizes his theory in a night vision: a spirit passed
before his face, and he heard, “Shall mortal man be more just
than God?” (Job 4:17). The sentence is true, but the
application is false. A vision can be recited without grace, and
Eliphaz does not sit as a fellow-sufferer; he stands as a
superior who has decoded heaven.

Chapter 5 sounds kinder: “Happy is the man whom God
correcteth” (Job 5:17). Again, not untrue in its place. Hebrews

11
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will later say the Father chastens sons. But Eliphaz cannot
imagine a fire that is revelatory rather than penal. He calls Job
to yield to a rod that, according to heaven’s own word, has not
come for punishment. Theology without tears becomes
another boil.

Penn-Lewis exposes the false premise beneath the beautiful
promise: Eliphaz speaks as if Job must return to a God he has
abandoned, although Job has not abandoned Him. She also
notices the tension between the distrust suggested by
Eliphaz’s vision and the confidence God has expressed in His
servant (pp. 29-32). Her identification of the visitor as
demonic goes beyond what the narrative explicitly identifies;
the warning against giving an experience authority over God’s
own testimony remains necessary.

JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“Very beautiful Eliphaz, but not the time!”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job, p. 32

The cross decisively overturns the assumption that suffering
proves personal guilt. The only sinless Man suffered at the
hands of sinners. His suffering, unlike Job’s, also accomplished
our redemption (1 Peter 2:22-24; 3:18). We dare not make the
righteous sufferer guilty merely to preserve a convenient
explanation. At the same time, the Father’s training of His
children is real. Hebrews 12:5-11 describes loving discipline,
not a license to diagnose another person’s undisclosed sins.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Have I ever misjudged someone’s suffering as divine punishment?
2. Do I use truth to build up—or to subtly accuse?

3. What can I learn from Eliphaz about the danger of speaking
without discernment?

12
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CHAPTER 6

Job’s Reply
The Bitterness of Misunderstood

Suffering
Job 6-7

“To him that is afflicted pity should be shewed from his
friend; but he forsaketh the fear of the Almighty.”

Job 6:14

Job answers not with a systematic theology but with a plea for
weight. “Oh that my grief were throughly weighed, and my
calamity laid in the balances together!” (Job 6:2). His friends
have measured his pain with a short scale. They have
explained what they have not carried.

Job is not asking the friends to solve the universe. He is asking
them to be friends. “To him that is afflicted pity should be
shewed from his friend” (Job 6:14). The sentence’s concluding
clause has been read in different ways, but the appeal for pity
is unmistakable. A sufferer needs faithful kindness. The
friends must not make compassion conditional upon his
agreeing with their verdict.

Job then turns from the friends to God with the raw speech of
a hired servant longing for evening. Life feels like wind, the
nights are long, and the days are spent without hope. He asks
whether he is a sea or a whale, that God should set a watch
over him. Job continues to address the God whose dealings
bewilder him. His language exposes distress; it does not
supply a settled account of God’s character.

Wrong comfort is a second wound. The first affliction came
through the enemy’s attack, within the limits God permitted.

13
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The friends now add accusations based upon assumption. Job
needs patient attention, not a theory that makes his integrity a
lie. We are not faithful to God when we speak beyond what He
has shown us about another person.

Paul calls God “the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3). The comfort we receive is meant
to pass through us to others. This is fellowship in the body of
Christ: another member’s pain concerns us because we belong
to one another (1 Corinthians 12:26). Sometimes that
fellowship takes the form of truthful words. Sometimes it is a
meal, a visit, practical help, or unhurried presence. None of
these is beneath spiritual ministry.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Do I offer pity—or correction—when someone is in deep pain?
2. Have I ever been misunderstood in the middle of my suffering?

3. What do Job’s honest cries teach me about how God receives grief?

14
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CHAPTER 7

The Sharp Edge of Doctrine
Bildad Speaks

Job 8

“If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast
them away for their transgression...”

Job 8:4

Bildad touches the rawest nerve in the book: Job’s dead
children. He implies that their deaths were a judgment for sin
when he says, “If thy children have sinned against him” (Job
8:4). The sentence is conditional in grammar and brutal in
effect. Penn-Lewis describes him as kindly disposed but
narrow in his understanding (pp. 36-38). That makes the
lesson more searching: damaging counsel need not come from
a deliberately cruel heart.

Bildad’s account of God’s dealings leaves too little room for
what he does not know. Tradition is his authority: “enquire, I
pray thee, of the former age” (Job 8:8). There is a place for
received wisdom. There is no place for using the bones of the
past to beat a living sufferer. Bildad cannot imagine that the
God of the fathers might be doing a work the fathers had not
cataloged.

He promises restoration if Job will seek God—*“if thou wert
pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee” (Job
8:6). The promise is a verdict in disguise. Seek, and you will be
healed; therefore your present ashes prove you have not
sought. Conditional comfort is often only condemnation with a
bow on it.

Sound doctrine is necessary, but Bildad’s conclusions about
this family are unsupported. Truth that cannot weep will

15
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eventually slander the innocent. The book of Job is training the
reader to love sound words and to distrust the spirit that
wields them without mercy.

Jesus likewise refused to equate exceptional suffering with
exceptional guilt when He spoke of the Galilaeans and the
tower in Siloam (Luke 13:1-5). He called His hearers to
repentance without authorizing them to condemn the victims.
The difference matters. We should examine our own hearts
before God while refusing to invent the hidden history of
another household. A bereaved parent should never have to
defend the worth of a dead child against our speculations.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Have I used Scripture to accuse someone without evidence,
instead of bringing truthful help?

2. Do I leave space in my theology for the mystery of righteous
suffering?

3. How can I speak truth without harming the already broken?
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CHAPTER 8

“Let Me Speak!”
Job Defends His Integrity

Job 9-10

“I will say unto God, Do not condemn me; shew me
wherefore thou contendest with me.”

Job 10:2

Job’s silence toward the friends is gone. He does not doubt
that God is mighty. He cannot yet see how that might is being
spent. “If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me...
He destroyeth the perfect and the wicked” (Job 9:20, 22). His
language shows how near grief can bring a faithful man to
drawing wrong conclusions about God. The divine speeches
will correct the reach of his judgment.

He knows he cannot summon God as an equal. There is no
daysman—no umpire—between them, “that might lay his hand
upon us both” (Job 9:33). That cry is larger than Job knows.
The church reads it from the other side of the Incarnation. The
Mediator Job longed for has come. But in Uz the longing itself
is holy.

Chapter 10 turns the speech Godward: “Do not condemn me;
shew me wherefore thou contendest with me” (Job 10:2).
“Thou knowest that I am not wicked” (Job 10:7). Job is not
claiming sinless perfection; he is refusing a slander. He will
not confess a crime he has not committed merely to make his
friends’ system work.

There is a groaning which is not murmuring. Job is not
performing piety for the gallery. He is pouring out an honest
soul before the God he still calls his Judge. Reverent confusion
is not the same thing as rebellion. God can work with a man
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who speaks truly in the dark. He later rebukes the men who
spoke wrongly in the light of their own certainty.

“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). Job 9 does not
give a complete prediction of the incarnation; it voices a
longing whose answer Christians know in Christ. The Son truly
shares our humanity and brings us to God through His own
saving work. We therefore approach the throne of grace with
confidence (Hebrews 4:14-16). We need not summon a
mediator from the darkness. Our Mediator has come, and He
lives.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I believe I can be honest with God—even when confused or
crushed?

2. What's the difference between reverent questioning and rebellious
complaint?

3. Can I keep bringing my case to God even when I receive no
answer?
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CHAPTER 9

The Cruel Logic of the

Self-Righteous
Zophar Speaks

Job 11

“Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine
iniquity deserveth.”

Job 11:6

Zophar speaks with little restraint. He hears Job’s protest as
mockery. “Should thy lies make men hold their peace?” (Job
11:3). Where Eliphaz draped accusation in a vision, and Bildad
in tradition, Zophar uses a club.

His signature sentence is among the cruelest in Scripture’s
record of counsel: “God exacteth of thee less than thine
iniquity deserveth.” Translation: you are lucky it is not worse.
A man covered in boils does not need to be told that heaven
has been lenient. He needs a friend who fears to misrepresent
God.

Zophar can say true things about God’s unsearchable
depths—“Canst thou by searching find out God?” (Job
11:7)—and still use mystery as a gag. He is not inviting Job
into holy wonder. He is telling him to stop asking questions
and admit guilt. Reverence that forbids honest speech is not
reverence. It is control.

Then comes the conditional gospel of the unbroken man: put
iniquity far away, and you will forget your misery as waters
that pass away. Job has no such iniquity in his hand to dismiss.
Zophar understands judgment and does not understand trial.
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By the end of the book God will not ask Job to apologize to
Zophar. He will ask Zophar to seek Job’s prayer.

There is a world of difference between convicting a sinner of
an actual wrong and using universal human sinfulness to
justify a specific accusation. All need mercy; that does not
make every allegation true. The Spirit brings us into the light
through truth. He does not require a false confession. In our
own dealings with others, boldness must remain accountable
to evidence, Scripture, and the love that seeks restoration
rather than a victory in argument.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Have I ever spoken about someone’s suffering without truly
understanding it?

2. Do I assume someone in pain must have caused it?

3. How can I be bold in truth but rich in mercy?
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CHAPTER 10

A Wounded Defender

Job’s Final Plea in Round One
Job 12-14

“Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of
trouble.”

Job 14:1

Job has now heard Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. He answers
the first round with sarcasm that is really grief: “No doubt but
ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you” (Job 12:2).
He has been treated as a pupil by men who have not sat where
he sits.

Yet his theology of God’s sovereignty is deeper than theirs.
“With him is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the
deceiver are his” (Job 12:16). Job will not shrink God in order
to defend himself. He holds both the majesty of God and the
integrity of his own conscience, even when he cannot
reconcile the two.

Chapter 13 is the famous stand: “Though he slay me, yet will I
trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him”
(Job 13:15). Trust and protest live in one verse. Job wants a
hearing. He asks that God would withdraw His hand and not
make him afraid, then show him his sins if they are the cause.
He is willing to be searched. He is not willing to be slandered.

Chapter 14 looks at man in his frailty—few days, full of
trouble, like a flower that is cut down. Even here a flicker of
hope appears: “If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come” (Job
14:14). The wounded defender is already reaching past the
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grave. Round one ends not with collapse, but with a man who
still believes that God hears.

We should let the whole sentence of Job 13:15 stand: trust in
God and the desire to defend his ways sit together. Job’s
confidence is courageous, but his understanding is still being
tested. In chapter 14 the question about life after death is a
reaching hope, not yet the full apostolic proclamation of
resurrection. Christ’s rising supplies the certainty toward
which we read: death will not have the final word (1
Corinthians 15:20-26).

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Do I trust God even when I cannot trace Him?

2. What does Job’s honesty teach me about how to pray in suffering?

3. Am I able to hold faith and questions together without losing
either?
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CHAPTER 11

Round Two Begins
Eliphaz Returns

Job 15

“Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly
with the east wind?”

Job 15:2

Second speeches in Job are rarely gentler than first ones.
Eliphaz returns irritated. Job’s refusal to confess has been
read as pride. “Thou castest off fear, and restrainest prayer
before God” (Job 15:4). The charge is astonishing. The man
who rose early to offer burnt offerings is now accused of
prayerlessness because he will not accept a false verdict.

Eliphaz wraps himself again in antiquity and majority: we are
the grayheaded; the wisdom of the aged is on our side. He
then paints the fate of the wicked in colors meant for Job’s
face—“the wicked man travaileth with pain all his days,” “a
dreadful sound is in his ears,” “he wandereth abroad for
bread” (Job 15:20-23). Application by resemblance is not
discernment.

The second round reveals what the first only suggested: the
friends are no longer trying to help Job find God. They are
trying to defend their system against a living contradiction. If
Job is righteous and ruined, their map of the world is wrong.
Rather than redraw the map, they redraw Job.

Religious certainty becomes dangerous when it refuses
correction. Eliphaz can describe the wicked in vivid poetry and
still miss the righteous man in front of him. God’s Word must
judge both our conclusions and the way we arrived at them. A
sufferer’s actual life is not disposable evidence simply because
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it disturbs the explanation we have grown accustomed to
giving.

This reaches beyond a single conversation. A church can
preserve familiar language while losing the ability to hear the
people entrusted to its care. The remedy is not suspicion of all
teaching or contempt for older believers. It is humility beneath
the same Word we teach. Spiritual maturity receives
correction, tests accusations, and distinguishes a wounded
question from a settled rejection of God. Love does not weaken
discernment; it keeps discernment from becoming
self-protection.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Have I ever judged someone too quickly for how they pray or
speak in grief?

2. What’s the difference between spiritual discernment and spiritual
superiority?

3. How can I avoid misusing truth in moments of vulnerability?
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CHAPTER 12

Job’s Longing and Lament

My Witness Is in Heaven
Job 16-17

“My witness is in heaven, and my record is on high.”
Job 16:19

Job opens with a sentence every would-be comforter should
fear: “Miserable comforters are ye all” (Job 16:2). He is
finished hoping that these three will become a refuge. He
turns again toward God, even while God seems to have set him
as His mark.

The language is fierce. Job feels hunted, broken in two, and
made a byword. Yet in the same chapter he sees farther than
his sores. “Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven, and my
record is on high” (Job 16:19). He believes someone above the
argument is telling the truth about him. That is not self-pity.
That is faith looking through smoke.

Chapter 17 is darker still. His days are extinct; the grave is
ready; mockers are about him. “Where is now my hope?” (Job
17:15). Hope is not denied as a doctrine; it is asked for as a
missing possession. The trial of faith is not the trial of sin. Gold
is in the fire because it is gold, not because it is dross
pretending.

The earlier confession of Job 13:15 helps us hear these pages:
trust does not cancel lament. Yet lament does not make every
conclusion trustworthy. Job’s appeal to a heavenly witness
rises from within the very speech that describes God as
tearing him in wrath (Job 16:9). The book preserves this
tension.
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For believers, the heavenly help that Job seeks is no vague
possibility. Jesus Christ is our Advocate with the Father and
ever lives to make intercession for those who come to God by
Him (1 John 2:1; Hebrews 7:25). Our assurance rests upon His
person and work, not upon our ability to keep every feeling
steady. We may bring our troubled words to Him, trusting Him
both to sustain us and to teach us to speak more truly.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Does my assurance rest on Christ’s intercession or on my feelings?
2. What hope do I hold when everything seems lost?

3. How can I point others to the Mediator Job longed for—and we
now know?
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CHAPTER 13

The Return of the Harsh
Rebuker
Bildad’s Second Speech

Job 18

“The light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of
his fire shall not shine.”

Job 18:5

Bildad returns offended. “Wherefore are we counted as
beasts?” (Job 18:3). He has heard Job’s protest as contempt for
their wisdom. The second speech is therefore not counsel. It is
a catalogue of terrors reserved for the wicked, hung in the air
over Job’s head without speaking his name.

The lamp goes out. The steps are straitened. Terrors make him
afraid on every side. His roots dry, his branch is cut, his
memory perishes from the earth. Every line is a portrait, and
the sitter is meant to recognize himself. Bildad ends, “Surely
such are the dwellings of the wicked, and this is the place of
him that knoweth not God” (Job 18:21).

The error is not that the wicked are sometimes judged in
history. The error is the inability to imagine that a man who
knows God might sit in ashes for reasons heaven has not
published. Bildad’s safety is assumed. Job’s guilt is assumed.
Neither assumption has been tested by the heavenly prologue
the reader has seen and the friends have not.

Assumed righteousness is often crueler than open malice,
because it thinks it is serving God. The second round of Bildad
is a warning to every pulpit and every kitchen table: you may
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describe the fate of the wicked with perfect accuracy and still
crucify the righteous with your application.

The opposite error would be to deny judgment altogether.
Scripture does not ask us to choose between God’s justice and
His compassion. It asks us to stop usurping His knowledge.
The final judgment belongs to Christ (Acts 17:31). Until then,
we must name actual evil truthfully and refuse to use outward
misery as a substitute for evidence. Bildad’s speech warns us
how easily a preacher can announce a true doctrine of
judgment while assigning its sentence to the wrong person.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. When I hear of someone’s ruin, is my first thought of their
character or of their need?

2. Have I ever spoken truth with a wrong spirit?

3. How can I avoid Bildad’s error and speak mercy with truth?

28



THE STORY OF JOB THE OVERCOMER PRESS

CHAPTER 14

The Testimony of a Broken

Man
Job Responds Again

Job 19

“For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth.”

Job 19:25

Before the famous confession comes the inventory of
abandonment. Brethren are far off. Kinsfolk have failed. He is
strange to his acquaintances. He is repulsive to his wife.
Young children despise him. “Have pity upon me, have pity
upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath touched
me” (Job 19:21). He is not asking them to solve him. He is
asking them not to pursue him as God appears to have done.

Then the ash heap becomes a pulpit. “For I know that my
redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19:25-26). Read in the KJV
and in the light of Christ’s resurrection, these words give a
profound expression of hope beyond bodily decay. They should
not be made to imply that Job possessed every detail later
revealed to the apostles. Job’s hope is not first that his
reputation will be repaired next week. His hope is a living
Redeemer and a future sight of God.

Suffering has not only stripped Job of outward securities. In
this confession he reaches toward vindication beyond what his
friends can grant. The text directs our attention to a living
Redeemer and to seeing God. Christian faith finds its full
assurance in Jesus Christ, who died and rose again.
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JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“prophesied of the Resurrection, and coming again in glory of the
crucified Redeemer.”

Jessie Penn-Lewis on Job’s confession, p. 58 (excerpt)

There is a difference between “I know I will get my life back”
and “I know my Redeemer lives.” The first is an outcome; the
second is a Person. Outcomes may delay, but the Redeemer
does not cease to live. That is what remains when friends,
health, and explanation are gone.

The Christian’s hope is bodily resurrection, not merely survival
as a memory or escape into an immaterial existence. The same
apostolic chapter that declares Christ’s present reign calls
death the last enemy to be destroyed (1 Corinthians 15:25-26).
We share His life now, while awaiting the redemption of our
body (Romans 8:23). Present victory and future resurrection
belong together. Faith can therefore stand beside a grave
without calling death good or surrendering hope to it.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. When others abandon me, do I cling to Christ?
2. Can I say with Job, “yet in my flesh shall I see God” (Job 19:26)?

3. Is my hope grounded in outcomes—or in the living Redeemer?
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CHAPTER 15

The Second Round Closes
Zophar’s Final Rebuke

Job 20

“The triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the
hypocrite but for a moment.”

Job 20:5

Zophar has heard words of faith and hope beyond the grave.
He is unmoved. His last speech is a gavel: the triumphing of
the wicked is short; the joy of the hypocrite is for a moment.
He never names Job. He does not need to. Every sentence is
aimed at the man in ashes.

In Zophar’s world there is no long mystery. The wicked man’s
children are crushed. His bones are full of the sin of his youth.
He shall fly away as a dream, and heaven shall reveal his
iniquity. The system is closed. There is no remainder labeled
“the patience of the saints.”

Religious certainty without revelation is one of the most
dangerous voices in the church. It sounds like holiness
because it hates sin in the abstract. It becomes cruelty when it
cannot recognize a righteous sufferer in the particular. Zophar
ignores “I know that my redeemer liveth” because a
confession that large would break his smaller map.

It is possible to speak confidently about another man’s sins
while remaining blind to one’s own presumption. Zophar will
not speak again in the debate. The narrative records no third
speech from him, but it does not explain that silence. We
should leave the omission where Scripture leaves it. His last
recorded argument is answered by Job in the next chapter,
before Eliphaz opens the third cycle.
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Spiritual discernment does not set revelation against careful
thought. The Spirit opens the Word and forms truthfulness,
patience, and charity in those who hear it. An impression that
encourages accusation still needs testing. “Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). Zophar’s
failure is not that he reasoned; it is that his reasoning would
not receive evidence that challenged the verdict he had
already pronounced.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I sometimes speak truth but miss the Spirit?

2. Have I ever dismissed someone’s faith because it didn’t fit my
expectations?

3. Are my conclusions governed by Scripture, patient listening, and
the Spirit’s fruit?
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CHAPTER 16

Job Answers Zophar
When the Wicked Prosper

Job 21

“Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are
mighty in power?”
Job 21:7

Something shifts in chapter 21: Job is no longer only defending
his name but dismantling the friends’ entire worldview. “Hear
diligently my speech, and let this be your consolations” (Job
21:2). If they will not comfort him, they can at least listen long
enough to have their proverb tested.

He asks the question their system cannot survive: Why do the
wicked live, grow old, and become mighty in power? Their
houses are safe. Their children dance. They spend their days
in wealth and in a moment go down to the grave. They even
say to God, “Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge
of thy ways” (Job 21:14)—and the sky does not immediately
fall.

Job is not envying the wicked. He is refusing a lie about
providence. If prosperity always proved righteousness, and
ruin always proved guilt, then Jezebel would be a saint and
Jeremiah a fraud. The friends have confused a tendency in
God’s moral world with an invariable law they can apply to any
sufferer on sight.

Job’s words now press the friends to face what their argument
excludes. This is still the close of the second cycle, not Job’s
final speech in the debate. Eliphaz and Bildad will speak again,
and Job will answer them. The movement toward the
whirlwind is not a smooth ascent in which every later sentence
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is wiser than every earlier one. Hope, protest, insight, and
bewilderment continue together.

The delay of judgment is neither proof of divine indifference
nor permission to measure blessing by possessions. Romans
2:4 speaks of the goodness of God leading to repentance.
Mercy gives space to turn; it does not certify the
righteousness of everyone enjoying an outwardly comfortable
life. The believer can acknowledge present injustice without
losing confidence in God’s final judgment. Job’s question
exposes the friends’ timetable, not the failure of the Lord’s
righteousness.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Do I try to fit suffering into a system—or seek understanding?
2. Am I willing to admit when my theology is too small for real life?

3. Where might God be lifting the veil in my current trial?
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CHAPTER 17

The Return of the Rigid
Doctrine
Eliphaz Strikes Again

Job 22

“Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities
infinite?”

Job 22:5

Eliphaz’s last speech abandons even the courtesy of
suggestion. Having declared Job’s wickedness great, he
invents a rap sheet: Job has taken pledges from the poor,
stripped the naked, withheld water from the weary, and sent
widows away empty. None of this is true, and the reader
knows it. Job’s accounts of his conduct in chapters 29 and 31
answer the substance of these accusations. Eliphaz has moved
from bad inference to false witness.

This is what rigid doctrine does when it is threatened. It
begins to manufacture facts that the system requires. If Job
must be guilty, guilt will be assigned in detail. Slander in
God’s name is still slander. “Receive, I pray thee, the law from
his mouth” (Job 22:22) sounds pious until you notice that
Eliphaz is not quoting a word God has spoken about Job. He is
quoting his own scheme.

There is a ministry that wounds in order to heal. That is not
this. Job needed light. He received accusations tailored to
make the friends feel consistent. False witness remains false
witness when it borrows religious language. The lesson is not
that we must never confront sin. The lesson is that we must
never invent sin in order to protect a theory.
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Eliphaz even promises gold as the dust if Job will return.
Prosperity is again treated as the sacrament of repentance.
The book will end with restored fortune, but not because
Eliphaz was right. God will correct Job, rebuke the friends,
appoint sacrifice and intercession, and restore His servant in
mercy.

Grace does not ask us to confess an invented offense. Neither
does it shield an actual offense from correction. The
distinction requires patient attention to facts. Job’s insistence
upon his integrity is not automatically pride; his temptation to
justify himself at God’s expense is another matter. The Lord
will address that directly (Job 40:8). A faithful ministry can
distinguish these things instead of treating every protest
against a false accusation as further evidence of guilt.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I ever treat a sufferer’s insistence on innocence as proof of
pride?

2. Have I ever spoken confidently without truly hearing from God?

3. How can I speak truth without adding to someone’s burden?
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CHAPTER 18

The Cry for God in the Middle
of Darkness
Job’s Reply

Job 23-24

“Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I might come
even to his seat!”

Job 23:3

Job is no longer prosecuting a debate so much as hunting a
Presence. “Even to day is my complaint bitter: my stroke is
heavier than my groaning” (Job 23:2). He wants to find
God—not to dethrone Him, but to come to His seat and order
his cause before Him.

He looks forward, backward, on the left hand and the right,
and he cannot perceive Him. Then comes one of the great
sentences of Scripture: “But he knoweth the way that I take:
when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10).
Job cannot see God. He believes God can see the path, and
that the path is a trial with an end that looks like refined gold.

Chapter 24 widens the lens to a world of delayed justice.
Landmarks are removed. The fatherless are plucked from the
breast. The poor go naked. The murderer and the adulterer
work in the dark. Job is not denying that God will judge. He is
confessing that the timetable is not the friends’ timetable.
Silence is not absence, but it feels like it.

This is refining faith: Job trusts that the God who knows his
way can bring him through the testing. We should not smooth
away the rest of the chapter. He also fears God’s presence and
wonders at His purpose (Job 23:13-17). The gold confession is
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real, but it is spoken within a trembling heart. The Lord does
not require us to deny that trembling before we can trust Him.

Peter speaks of faith tested by fire and of joy in Christ amid
grief through manifold temptations (1 Peter 1:6-9). The value
lies in faith and its object, not in pain for its own sake.
Suffering does not automatically sanctify; a heart may become
resentful or turn afresh to the Lord. The Spirit’s work is to
conform us to Christ. We should therefore seek His grace
within the trial while still asking for relief and receiving the
help He provides.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. What do I do when God feels absent?
2. Can I trust that He knows my way, even when I can’t see His?

3. How is faith refined in silence—not just in fire?
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CHAPTER 19

The Harsh Voice of Tradition
Bildad’s Final Words

Job 25

“How then can man be justified with God? or how can he
be clean that is born of a woman?”

Job 25:4

Bildad’s last speech is six verses. That brevity is itself a
verdict. He has nothing left but a cold exaltation of God and a
reduction of man to a worm. No comfort. No acknowledgment
of Job’s wounds. No path of hope. Only distance.

Bildad speaks truly of God’s dominion, but the surrounding
claims still need to be weighed within a speech God will later
rebuke. We must not label every sentence divine teaching
simply because it appears in an inspired record. Scripture
faithfully records what the speakers said; the book’s whole
witness helps us judge their claims. Bildad’s question about
cleanness should lead him to humility and mercy, not to
another insinuation against Job.

“How then can man be justified with God?” is the right
question asked in the wrong spirit. Paul will answer it by the
righteousness of God revealed apart from the law, witnessed
by the law and the prophets. Bildad uses the question as a
door slammed in Job’s face. He sees man’s need and not God’s
provision.

Tradition can quote holiness and still be void of the Spirit. If
you have ever been told how small you are and never how
gracious God is, you have heard Bildad. He leaves a man with
the stars and no Redeemer. Job will not accept that as the last
word, because he has already said that his Redeemer lives.
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Paul’s answer is a gift of righteousness received through faith
in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:21-26). Justification does not mean
God has decided that evil is harmless. Christ’s redemption
establishes the ground on which God justifies the believer.
Job’s integrity in relation to the friends’ accusations and the
sinner’s need for justification before God are related but
distinct questions. Keeping them distinct protects both the
truth of Job’s innocence of their charges and our universal
need of a Savior.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Have I ever quoted truth in a way that hurt, rather than healed?

2. What'’s missing when we declare God’s greatness but hide His
mercy?

3. Am I more like Bildad than I realize?
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CHAPTER 20

The Rising Voice of Faith
Job Declares His Integrity

Job 26-27

“My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my
heart shall not reproach me so long as I live.”

Job 27:6

Job begins by asking what Bildad’s counsel has actually
accomplished: “How hast thou helped him that is without
power?” (Job 26:2). It is a searching question for every
ministry. Have our words strengthened the weak, or only
displayed our own knowledge? Job then turns to the majesty of
God: the north stretched over the empty place, the earth hung
upon nothing, the waters bound in thick clouds. “Lo, these are
parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him?”
(Job 26:14). He knows more of God’s greatness than the
friends allow, while acknowledging how little any man has
heard.

Then he swears by the living God that he will not speak
wickedness or utter deceit. “Till I die I will not remove mine
integrity from me. My righteousness I hold fast, and will not
let it go” (Job 27:5-6). This is not the boast of a man who
thinks he is sinless. It is the refusal of a man who will not
purchase peace with his friends by lying about himself or
about God.

There is a false humility that confesses whatever the room
requires. Job will not practice it. Persistence belongs to faith.
A conscience kept before God is not pride when God Himself
will later confirm that Job has spoken what is right.
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The rising voice matters because the book is turning.
Argument with men is almost exhausted. What remains is
wisdom, review, Elihu, and then the whirlwind. Job is being
readied—not by winning a debate, but by holding fast when
the debate cannot save him.

A clear conscience does not make a person incapable of error.
Paul could say that he knew nothing against himself and still
add that the Lord was his judge (1 Corinthians 4:4). Job’s
refusal to confess imaginary crimes is right; the Lord’s right to
examine his speech remains intact. We can hold fast to truth
without placing ourselves beyond correction. This is a freedom
born of grace: we do not need to lie about ourselves, and we
do not need to defend ourselves against everything God
reveals.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. What is this chapter revealing about God, not only about pain?
2. Where am I tempted to copy the friends’ certainty?

3. What would trust look like if explanation is withheld?
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CHAPTER 21

Wisdom from the Depths
Job’s Praise of God’s Hidden Wisdom

Job 28

“Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to
depart from evil is understanding.”

Job 28:28

Job 28 interrupts the debate like a hymn. Men know how to
mine silver and refine gold. They cut out rivers among the
rocks. They bring hidden things to light. But then the refrain:
“But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of
understanding?” (Job 28:12). The market that can price rubies
cannot price this.

Destruction and death say they have heard the fame of wisdom
with their ears. God understandeth the way thereof. He seeth
under the whole heaven. When He made a decree for the rain
and a way for the lightning of the thunder, then He saw
wisdom and declared it. The search ends not in a library but in
reverence before the Lord.

The conclusion is quiet and searching: “Behold, the fear of the
Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is
understanding.” The hymn directs us toward reverent
obedience. It does not mean Job has finished asking for an
answer; his later oath and appeal show that he has not. The
book lets the truth of wisdom stand amid a struggle still
unresolved.

The chapter’s contrast is not between learning and ignorance.
Human skill can enter the earth and bring hidden treasure to

light, but it cannot seize God’s complete wisdom by force. We
receive the knowledge He gives and obey the light we have.
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The fear of the Lord is expressed in departing from evil, not
merely in feeling overwhelmed by mystery.

The New Testament brings this wisdom to its fullness in
Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge (Colossians 2:3). This allows the chapter’s search
to be read within the Bible’s larger revelation. Wisdom is
received in fellowship with the Lord and bears fruit in
obedience. Knowledge serves that life; it cannot replace it.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I seek wisdom—or just relief?

2. What's the difference between knowledge and spiritual
understanding?

3. How does reverence change the way I walk through suffering?
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CHAPTER 22

Looking Back, Pressing
Forward

Job Reviews His Life
Job 29-31

“I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment
was as a robe and a diadem.”

Job 29:14

These chapters are not a last rebuttal so much as a solemn
review. Chapter 29 remembers when the candle of the Lord
was upon Job’s head, when his children were about him, when
he sat in the gate and the young men hid themselves. He
clothed himself with righteousness. He was eyes to the blind
and feet to the lame. He broke the jaws of the wicked.

Chapter 30 is the inversion. Now those younger than he have
him in derision—men whose fathers he would have disdained
to set with the dogs of his flock. They abhor him; his skin is
black upon him; his harp is turned to mourning. Job does not
tidy the humiliation. He lays it before God as fact.

Yet the chapter contains more than a report of humiliation.
“Thou art become cruel to me” (Job 30:21) is an accusation
against God. Penn-Lewis does not excuse it (pp. 86-92), and
neither should we. Job’s sorrow is real; his conclusion about
the Lord’s heart requires correction. Here is a concrete reason
for the searching question of Job 40:8.

Penn-Lewis traces how Job came to say it (pp. 89-91). Job had
held firm through the long argument with his friends. Then he
gave himself to dwelling on the past, and regret deepened into
reproach. His conscience checked him, but instead of
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retracting he excused the words. Self-excuse became self-pity,
and self-pity became dejection. In her phrase, he “has lost his
inner anchor, and is fainting under the hand of God” (p. 90).
Yet she does not say he lost his integrity. His will, she writes,
“remains surrendered to God to the very end” (p. 91). A man
can speak wrongly in anguish and still be held by God. The
way back is quick confession, not a longer defense.

That distinction comes into focus when Penn-Lewis sets Job
beside the Lord Jesus (pp. 91-92). Job says, “I cry unto thee,
and thou dost not hear me” (Job 30:20), and then, “Thou art
become cruel to me” (Job 30:21). Psalm 22, the psalm Christ
took up on the Cross, gives voice to a similar cry: “I cry in the
daytime, but thou hearest not” (Psalm 22:2). The next verse
adds, “But thou art holy” (Psalm 22:3). Before His accusers,
Christ answered nothing (Matthew 27:12). Job’s anguish was
real, and Scripture gives him room to cry. But his pain did not
make the charge of cruelty true. Christ also cried out in
anguish, and in that anguish He entrusted Himself to the
Father: “when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed
himself to him that judgeth righteously” (1 Peter 2:23).

Chapter 31 is an oath of clearance. Job made a covenant with
his eyes, did not walk with vanity, did not despise the cause of
his manservant, did not make gold his hope, did not rejoice at
the destruction of him that hated him, and did not cover his
transgressions as Adam. “Let me be weighed in an even
balance, that God may know mine integrity” (Job 31:6).

This is not a claim that good works can purchase salvation. It
is a solemn appeal for a hearing from the God who knows the
truth. Yet the intensity of Job’s self-defense must remain in
view: he longs to present his case and wear the answer like a
crown (Job 31:35-37). The Lord will not vindicate every word
of that posture.

Penn-Lewis presses the point (pp. 95-97). She counts “about
eighty” uses of the pronouns “I, my, me, mine” in Job’s speech.
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She affirms the substance: Job “had undoubtedly walked with
a conscience void of offence toward God and man.” But she
says “the Spirit of God did not bear witness” to the defense
itself, and she adds, “No child of God can safely vindicate his
own integrity.” Scripture records the effect: the three friends
“ceased to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own
eyes” (Job 32:1). They were silenced, not convinced. Job did
not need to deny the truth about himself. His character was
safest left in God’s hands.

Notice what Job counts as righteousness: sexual purity,
honesty, justice toward servants, care for the poor, freedom
from the worship of wealth, and refusal to rejoice at an
enemy’s ruin. Spiritual life bears practical fruit. An
“overcomer” who speaks of heavenly things while despising
people has missed the character of the life he professes. In
Christ the fruit is produced by the Spirit, not by a performance
meant to purchase acceptance (Galatians 5:22-25).

There is another searching distinction in Penn-Lewis’s
reading: loving the will of God and loving the work we once
did for God are not always the same thing (pp. 103-105). We
may remember former usefulness with gratitude without
making its recovery the condition of obedience. The Spirit can
teach us to receive a quieter assignment, to rejoice in another
person’s gifts, and to remain faithful when yesterday’s
opportunities have closed.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Can I look back on my walk and see faithfulness—not perfection,
but sincerity?

2. What have I lost in suffering—and how do I mourn that honestly
before God?

3. Am I willing to be weighed in an even balance?
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CHAPTER 23

A Younger Voice Enters
Elihu the Messenger

Job 32-33

“Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, Deliver him from
going down to the pit: I have found a ransom.”

Job 33:24

The messenger of God

Elihu enters after Job and the three friends have exhausted
their exchange. Younger than they, he has waited out of
respect for their age. His anger has two stated causes: Job
justified himself rather than God, and the friends condemned
Job without finding an answer (Job 32:2-3). Penn-Lewis
receives him here as a genuine messenger, with discernment
the elders have lacked. We must hear that opening ministry
before judging the later excess.

Wisdom is not guaranteed by age; neither is it guaranteed by
youth. Elihu’s approach in Job 33 is nevertheless courteous.
He reminds Job that he too was formed out of clay, and
assures him that his terror will not make Job afraid (Job
33:6-7). Read together, these words offer the presence of a
fellow creature who can be heard. They should not be turned
into an arrogant claim to replace God. Elihu is a messenger;
the one Mediator between God and men is Christ Jesus.

He widens the discussion beyond punishment. God may speak
to turn a man from his purpose and hide pride from him (Job
33:14-18). Pain may become a place of instruction and
preservation. The distinction matters: to say that the Lord can
teach through affliction is different from alleging that Job’s
losses prove the hidden crimes of which the friends accuse
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him. Nor does this account give any counselor the key to every
sufferer’s circumstances.

The message of the Ransom

Then comes the word Penn-Lewis will not let us pass over:
“Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a
ransom” (Job 33:24). In Elihu’s account this is gracious rescue,
with a messenger and an interpreter bringing light to the
afflicted. Penn-Lewis reads it as a foreshadowing of the
gospel. The ground of deliverance is no longer Job’s argument
about his own integrity. His attention is turned to a ransom
found for him.

That is why this passage belongs beside Job 19. There Job
confesses a living Redeemer; here Penn-Lewis directs him to
the Redeemer’s sacrifice. The Christian reader knows the One
who both lives and has given Himself for us: “Who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time” (1 Timothy
2:6). Our hope rests in the same Christ, crucified and risen.
Job’s uprightness matters because it refutes the friends’
accusation. It does not become an atonement, and neither
does his suffering.

JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“Job had seen his Redeemer as the Living One, Who would vindicate him
in the day of His coming, but let him now see Him as the Ransom, the
One Who would be gracious to him, and deliver him from going down to
the pit—not on the ground of Job’s integrity, but on the ground of His
own sacrifice for the redemption of fallen man.”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job, p. 108

We should keep the historical passage and the fuller Christian
light in their proper relation. Elihu speaks of deliverance from
the pit; the New Testament expressly names Christ and His
ransom (1 Timothy 2:5-6). Penn-Lewis’s interpretation brings
the two into relation without requiring Job to possess the
whole apostolic understanding beforehand. The appendix
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explains the distinction between this Christian reading and an
explicitly identified biblical type.

Penn-Lewis develops the connection through the message of
the Cross and a brief comparison with Naaman’s cleansing
(pp. 108-111). Naaman had to receive the appointed remedy,
and his flesh became like that of a little child (2 Kings 5:14);
Elihu likewise speaks of renewed flesh and restored
fellowship. The gospel’s foundation is explicit: “the preaching
of the cross” is “the power of God” to those being saved (1
Corinthians 1:18). Our suffering adds nothing to Christ’s
sufficient sacrifice.

The fruit is more than relief. Elihu describes prayer,
acceptance, and an honest acknowledgment of wrong (Job
33:26-28). Grace frees a man to confess actual sin without
confessing the imaginary crimes assigned to him. He no longer
needs to protect God’s honor by pretending he has never
spoken wrongly. Nor does he need to preserve his own honor
by refusing correction. The Ransom brings him into the light.

The messenger is still unfinished, as the next chapter will
show. But an unfinished messenger may truly speak a word
from God. Receive the light without making the servant
infallible. Above all, hear the Ransom. The answer to the ash
heap is not the sufferer’s ability to prove his worth; it is the
grace of God that meets him in Christ.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Can I receive sound counsel from someone younger than myself?

2. Have I heard the Ransom as clearly as the rebuke in Elihu’s
message?

3. Does confidence in Christ free me to confess real wrong without
accepting invented guilt?
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CHAPTER 24

Elihu Continues
The Relapse and the Storm

Job 34-37

“Behold, God is great, and we know him not, neither can
the number of his years be searched out.”

Job 36:26 — Elihu

The messenger’s relapse

Job gives no recorded answer to Elihu. Penn-Lewis sees that
silence as the test of the messenger himself. In her reading,
his earlier tenderness gives way to wounded impatience: he
has spoken truly, but cannot bear to leave the word with God
while the hearer remains silent (pp. 113-114). Her reading
preserves both the earlier message and the warning in what
follows.

JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“The messenger of God needs the patience of God, as well as the
message!”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job, p. 113

Elihu turns toward the wise men and begins discussing Job
before his face. “What man is like Job, who drinketh up
scorning like water?” (Job 34:7). Later he says, “My desire is
that Job may be tried unto the end because of his answers for
wicked men” (Job 34:36). These are severe charges. God’s
commendation of Job has not vanished because a gifted
counselor becomes impatient.

Penn-Lewis also argues that Elihu misrepresents Job when he
attributes to him the claim that delighting in God brings no
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profit (Job 34:9). She connects this with Job’s report of the
wicked’s words in Job 21:14-15, followed by his rejection of
their counsel in verse 16 (p. 115). Her point is practical as well
as interpretive: a man who quotes an error in order to
describe or oppose it must not have that error made into his
own creed. Zeal does not release us from the duty to listen
accurately.

The series’ image of thunder without rain fits here, at the
point where heat outruns patient ministry. It cannot fairly
describe the Ransom of chapter 33 or dismiss Elihu’s whole
contribution. Penn-Lewis’s warning is that a true messenger
may go on speaking after his message has been delivered. A
silent hearer may be overwhelmed, cautious, or still
considering what was said. Our need for an immediate
response must not become another burden upon him.

INSIGHT FROM THE SERIES

“Full of thunder, but lacking rain”

Applied to the relapse, not to Elihu’s whole ministry

The interpreter once more

Then courtesy returns. “Suffer me a little, and I will shew thee
that I have yet to speak on God’s behalf” (Job 36:2).
Penn-Lewis hears the interpreter again (pp. 117-123). Elihu
speaks of a God who is mighty and despises none, who opens
the ear to instruction, and who teaches as no other can (Job
36:5, 10, 22). God’s strength is not indifference to the weak.
His instruction calls for a response without giving us
permission to invent a sufferer’s guilt.

Penn-Lewis also warns against using confidence in Christ’s
ransom to excuse disobedience. Her application of Job 36:18
follows a reading different from the KJV; the source note
explains it. We retain the pastoral warning on clear New
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Testament grounds: grace teaches us to deny ungodliness
(Titus 2:11-12), and Romans 6:1-2 refuses the proposal that
we continue in sin because grace abounds.

Elihu’s attention turns toward rain, lightning, thunder, cold,
and the works of the Creator. “Stand still, and consider the
wondrous works of God” (Job 37:14). Penn-Lewis pictures the
storm gathering while he speaks. The imagery certainly brings
the reader to the threshold of the whirlwind, though every
detail of her scene is not stated in the narrative. Human
counsel must now yield to the Lord’s own voice.

Elihu has the longest uninterrupted human address in Job;
Job’s speeches collectively are much longer. God’s closing
rebuke names Eliphaz and his two friends, not Elihu (Job
42:7-9). That silence neither certifies every word nor
condemns his whole ministry. Penn-Lewis’s fourfold movement
helps us discern: messenger, Ransom, relapse, and renewed
service.

The lesson reaches every one of us who would speak for God.
Having light does not put us beyond correction. We need the
Spirit’s patience as well as understanding, and His restraint as
well as courage. Ministry fulfills its purpose when it directs
another person to Christ and leaves room for the Lord to work.
Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I mistake a hearer’s silence for resistance to God?

2. Can I receive a true message while recognizing that the
messenger also needs correction?

3. Does the grace I proclaim teach obedience and patient love?
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CHAPTER 25

Then the Lord Answered
God Speaks from the Whirlwind

Job 38-39

“Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the
earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.”

Job 38:4

After the long human argument, the Lord answers Job out of
the whirlwind. He does not explain the heavenly council. He
does not mention Satan. He does not apologize. He does not
supply the missing chapter Job has begged to read. He asks

questions.

“Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without
knowledge? Gird up now thy loins like a man” (Job 38:2-3).
Then comes the tour of a world Job did not make and cannot
manage: the foundations of the earth, the bounds of the sea,
the treasures of the snow, the ordinances of heaven, the
hunger of young lions, the calving of wild goats, the freedom
of the wild ass, the thunder of the horse, the flight of the
eagle.

The questions are mercy. They dismantle the small courtroom
Job has built in his mind—not because Job’s integrity was a lie,
but because Job’s perspective was too narrow to govern the
universe. God restores vision before He restores cattle. He is
not mocking a broken man. He is enlarging a servant who has
been living inside his wounds.

True healing begins when a man stops demanding to be the
interpreter of providence and starts beholding the God who
was there when the morning stars sang together. The
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whirlwind is not the absence of tenderness. It is tenderness in
the form of sovereignty.

The speech also reveals a care wider than human calculation.
God attends to creatures beyond Job’s management and to
places beyond his experience. His answer is not bare force: it
is wisdom, freedom, provision, and government. In the gospel
we meet that same divine greatness in the Son, who upholds
all things and has made purification for sins (Hebrews 1:1-3).
Majesty and mercy are not rivals. The Lord who rules creation
is the Lord to whom the weary may come.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Am I seeking explanations—or the presence of God?
2. How do God’s questions deepen my awe?

3. What needs to be dismantled in me for true restoration to begin?
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CHAPTER 26

Job Responds to the Lord

Silence and Surrender
Job 40:1-5

“Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay
mine hand upon my mouth.”

Job 40:4

The first divine speech ends, and the Lord invites reply: “Shall
he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him?” (Job
40:2). Job does not take the invitation as a chance to reopen
the case. He shuts his mouth.

“Behold, I am vile.” The word is not a retraction of the
integrity God Himself praised. It is the collapse of a posture.
Job has spoken as if the universe needed his commentary.
Glory has made commentary feel like dust. He recognizes his
smallness and ceases to answer. Fuller confession follows in
Job 42:3-6; this first silence should not be made to carry all
that comes later.

“Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I
will proceed no further” (Job 40:5). This is worship without a
hymnbook: sometimes the holiest sentence is no sentence. The
hand upon the mouth is not despair; it is the end of
self-defense in the presence of the Holy.

Outward restoration has not yet been narrated. Job’s dead
children have not become replaceable, and the account has
not yet described his renewed household or prosperity.
Already, however, his posture is changing. He stands before
the God he cannot instruct. Silence here is the beginning of a
humbler response, not a verdict that words, doctrine, or
honest prayer are always wrong.
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Surrender to God must also be distinguished from submission
to false accusation. Job does not need to agree with the friends
in order to bow before the Lord. Neither does a Christian have
to deny a wrong done to him in order to forgive. The Lord’s
correction releases us from the need to control His verdict; it
does not make dishonesty holy. A quiet heart can still tell the
truth, seek help, and act faithfully.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. When was the last time I stopped defending myself and simply
surrendered?

2. Am I more interested in being understood—or in beholding God?

3. What does it mean to worship in silence?
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CHAPTER 27

Canst Thou?
God’s Second Speech to Job

Job 40:6-41:34

“Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his
tongue with a cord which thou lettest down?”

Job 41:1

God is not finished. The second speech moves from the
architecture of creation to confrontation. “Wilt thou also
disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou
mayest be righteous?” (Job 40:8). That is the temptation
hidden inside unexplained pain: to keep one’s own rightness
by putting God’s rightness in doubt.

Behemoth is set forth as the chief of the ways of God.
Leviathan fills chapter 41—armor, teeth, light in his sneezings,
a heart as firm as a stone. “None is so fierce that dare stir him
up: who then is able to stand before me?” (Job 41:10). The
immediate argument concerns powers within God’s world that
Job cannot master. Wider biblical imagery may invite
comparison with hostile powers, but Job 41 does not explicitly
identify Leviathan as Satan.

“Will he make a covenant with thee? wilt thou take him for a

servant for ever?” (Job 41:4). The answer is no. Job is not the
tamer of the deep. He is not the judge of the proud. He is not
the one who can hook the thing that makes the sea boil. The

trial Job has been living inside is larger than Job.

The Lord’s question reaches beyond the creature: “Who hath
prevented me, that I should repay him? whatsoever is under
the whole heaven is mine” (Job 41:11). As Penn-Lewis
observes (pp. 134-135), that word “mine” answers Job’s claim
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on God. Job’s integrity was real, but it did not put God in his
debt. He could bring his grief before the Lord without making
his faithfulness the ground on which God owed him an answer.

God is not taunting a sufferer. He is relocating him. Job is not
condemned as the friends condemned him. He is invited to
behold a world, and powers within it, that belong to the Lord.
God’s “Canst thou?” brings Job to acknowledge his own limits
and trust the Lord. The weary fighter is not told to become
God. He is told to trust the God who already is.

The decisive question is Job 40:8: will Job condemn God in
order to establish his own righteousness? Here the book
moves beyond the friends’ false charges and addresses a
genuine danger within Job’s defense. A man may be innocent
of the wrongs others allege and still need repentance for what
he has said about God. Christ alone is the perfectly righteous
sufferer. His trust in the Father never became an accusation
against the Father’s justice (1 Peter 2:23).

Overcomer’s Checkpoint
1. Where have I tried to “be God” in my pain?

2. What does my inability to master God’s creatures teach me about
judging His government?

3. How does this speech prepare Job (and me) for full surrender?

59



THE STORY OF JOB THE OVERCOMER PRESS

CHAPTER 28

Job Is Restored
The End Is Better Than the Beginning

Job 42

“So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his
beginning.”
Job 42:12

Job’s last words to God are the heart of the book: “I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye

seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes” (Job 42:5-6).

He does not repent of the integrity heaven praised. He repents
of the presumption that grew in the dark—the impulse to
manage God with arguments. Penn-Lewis draws attention to a
marginal rendering concerning Job’s loathing of his words (pp.
139-140). That is not the KJV wording of verse 6. The KJV
itself makes the substance clear in verse 3: “therefore have I
uttered that I understood not.” His repentance is real; it does
not turn the prologue’s commendation into a mistake.

Penn-Lewis adds a humbling observation about verse 3 (p.
136). Job could take the dust before God when blow after blow
fell, but he could not take the low place before his friends.
Earlier he had told them, “What ye know, the same do I know
also: I am not inferior unto you” (Job 13:2). Her point is that it
was one thing to be humble in a general way, and another “to
be willing to be considered ignorant of the things of God by
those whose knowledge of Him was less than his own.”

Her application of the margin is practical (pp. 139-140,
157-159). In the matter of defending his own character, she
hears Job learning that he “should have suffered in silence,
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and have left his vindication to his God.” She connects this
with James: “If any man offend not in word, the same is a
perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body” (James
3:2). She also connects it with the Lord’s words: “let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more
than these cometh of evil” (Matthew 5:37). Contempt,
sarcasm, condemnation and idle words, she says, mark “the
speaking from ourselves.” This is counsel about relinquishing
self-vindication; it does not require silence when love calls us
to speak. We do not need her margin to see the point in the
KJV. The same book that records Job’s long speeches also
records the Lord’s question, “Who is this that darkeneth
counsel by words without knowledge?” (Job 38:2).

Then the Lord turns to Eliphaz: “My wrath is kindled against
thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me
the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath” (Job 42:7).

This is the verdict the whole debate has been waiting for. The
problem with the friends was not that they opened their
mouths. It was that they misrepresented God. God vindicates
Job in contrast with their false account of Him. This does not
cancel the correction already given in Job 38:2 and 40:8, or
Job’s own confession in 42:3. Penn-Lewis notices that
vindication comes within the story, before the final
resurrection Job has hoped for (p. 141). The Lord cares about
the wrong done to His servant. That assures us of His justice
without giving us a timetable for the public clearing of every
wounded believer.

They must offer bulls and rams, and Job must pray for them.
The man they slandered becomes their intercessor.
Restoration begins with reconciliation on God’s terms. “And
the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his
friends” (Job 42:10). Ministry to the people who wounded him
is part of the healing God gives him.
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JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“It is not written that the Lord turned the captivity of Job, and then he
prayed for his friends; but that when he prayed for them, his own release
came!”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job, p. 144

The Lord gives Job twice as much as he had before: fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen,
and a thousand she-asses. He is given seven sons and three
daughters again—not a doubled count of children, as if sons
and daughters were livestock, but a restored household, with
daughters so fair that their names are recorded: Jemima,
Kezia, and Keren-happuch. Job lives a hundred and forty years
more, sees four generations, and dies, being old and full of
days.

James writes the epitaph the church needs: “Ye have heard of
the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy” (James 5:11). The
true gain was not the herd but this: “now mine eye seeth
thee.” The furnace did not destroy Job; it revealed him, and
more than that, it revealed God.

Restoration must not become a bargain: pray for the people
who hurt you, and God will double your possessions. The
passage records what He did for Job. Hebrews 11:35-40 also
honors faithful people who died without receiving earthly
release. The children born afterward do not erase those who
died; new mercy does not make earlier grief unreal. The
Christian’s certain inheritance rests in Christ and reaches its
consummation in resurrection. We may rejoice in present gifts
without measuring the Father’s love by their number.

Her retrospective note adds an important safeguard: Job’s
restored abundance is not the whole picture of Christian
experience. She turns to Paul, in whom abundant life coexists
with continuing weakness and costly service (pp. 159-161).
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Christ’s life can flow through a person whose outward
circumstances remain hard. This protects the message of Job
from becoming a promise that enough spiritual progress will
purchase a comfortable ending.

Overcomer’s Checkpoint

1. Do I speak to defend myself, or leave my character in God’s hands?

2. Where do I need to receive God’s correction while refusing the
friends’ false verdict?

3. Can I trust that my “latter end” is in God’s hands?
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AFTERWORD
Silence or Truth?

A familiar lesson drawn from Job is that the best theology is
silence. There is truth in the warning against hurried
explanations. The friends’ seven days beside Job were an act of
compassion, and Job himself later placed his hand upon his
mouth. But silence alone is not the verdict of the book.

The Lord tells Eliphaz that he and his friends have not spoken
of Him “the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath” (Job
42:7). The friends were not rebuked merely for speaking too
much or applying an otherwise complete theology too
confidently. Their account of God’s dealings with this man was
wrong. They made affliction evidence of crimes they could not
establish, then defended their conclusion in God’s name.

We must not answer their error by making Job’s every word
right. God had already challenged his words without
knowledge and asked whether he would condemn the Lord in
order to justify himself (Job 38:2; 40:8). Job acknowledged that
he had spoken of things he did not understand (Job 42:3). The
closing vindication and the earlier correction belong to the
same book. A faithful reading receives both.

Nor should we treat Elihu as automatically condemned by a
silence in the epilogue. We can weigh Elihu’s contributions
and severe charges without inserting his name into a verdict
that does not name him. Reverence includes leaving an
unspoken conclusion unspoken.

The church is therefore summoned to truthful compassion.
Sometimes that means being quiet because we do not know.
Sometimes it means speaking because a false accusation is
crushing someone. Sometimes it means offering correction,
carefully grounded in what God has actually said. The question
is not whether speech or silence is always holier. It is whether
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we are faithful to the Lord and loving toward the person
before us.

We know enough to say that suffering does not always disclose
personal guilt, prosperity does not certify divine approval, the
adversary is not sovereign, and the Redeemer lives. We also
know that our understanding is partial. These truths should
give us confidence to minister and humility about our
explanations.

Penn-Lewis also urges the sufferer to look beyond secondary
causes to the Father’s keeping (p. 142). Christ received the
cup from His Father while naming the power of darkness at
work against Him (John 18:11; Luke 22:53). Trust does not
require us to deny an enemy’s action or excuse a human
wrong. It keeps either from becoming the final authority over
our understanding of God.

James gives the church its clear apostolic direction: the
patience of Job and “the end of the Lord” (James 5:11). The
patience is endurance, not the absence of groaning. The end
directs us to the Lord’s purpose and its merciful outcome. The
final impression should be of His heart, not of our ability to
explain another person’s fire.

JESSIE PENN-LEWIS

“The gifts of God, and present knowledge about the Lord, may even keep
us from the deepest knowledge of God Himself.”

Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job, p. 138
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A PASTORAL CLOSING

To the Reader Still in the
Furnace

Perhaps you have read these chapters from your own place of
ashes. Something has been taken that cannot simply be
replaced. Perhaps there has been no dramatic restoration, no
repaired relationship, no explanation that makes the years
intelligible. The last page of Job must not become another
voice telling you that you have failed because your life has not
yet turned out like his.

Bring that unfinished story to Jesus Christ. You do not need to
conceal your tears in order to approach Him. He is not
embarrassed by weakness. He knows the difference between a
heart that has turned away from Him and a heart that is
reaching for Him through anguish. Let Him search you, but do
not take upon yourself accusations He has not made.

If the Spirit exposes sin, confess it plainly. Grace is not
permission to defend what the Lord condemns. If others have
invented guilt, you may refuse the charge without becoming
bitter. Your refuge is neither self-excuse nor
self-condemnation. It is the living Savior, who brings you into
the light and keeps you there by His mercy.

The life of an overcomer is not a performance of
invulnerability. It is Christ’s life received and expressed in a
dependent person. Sometimes its fruit is a quiet refusal to
repay harshness with harshness. Sometimes it is asking for
help. Sometimes it is the strength to pray for a person whose
words have wounded you. The fruit is not produced by
pretending the wound is small. It grows as the Spirit leads you
in truth and love.
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“Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). Paul says this amid
tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril,
and sword. Victory is therefore possible within circumstances
that still hurt. Christ’s love is not waiting on the other side of
the trial before it can hold you. Nothing in that trial can
separate His people from the love of God in Him.

This present life in Christ does not exhaust our hope. We wait
for the resurrection, when the last enemy is destroyed and
what is mortal puts on immortality. The Lord does not ask us
to call death a friend. He asks us to trust the One who has
overcome it. We can grieve without surrendering that
confidence.

Remain near Him. Let His Word correct the picture of God
that pain or poor counsel has given you. Receive the help of
His people. Take the next faithful step that lies before you. You
do not have to know the whole road in order to walk with the
Shepherd today.

May the Father of mercies sustain you, the living Son be your
confidence, and the Holy Spirit form His fruit within you. May
your knowledge of the Lord become deeper and truer, until
the confession of Job finds an answering reality in your own
fellowship with Him: “I have heard of thee by the hearing of
the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee” (Job 42:5).

67



THE STORY OF JOB THE OVERCOMER PRESS

APPENDIX

Reading Job in the Light of
Christ

The historical account comes first

Job is presented as a man whose integrity God commends and
whose suffering the friends misjudge. Ezekiel 14:14, 20 names him
with Noah and Daniel; James 5:11 recalls his endurance. These
later references give a firmer basis for reading Job than
conjectures about the precise date of his life or the identity of
every creature in the divine speeches.

What the New Testament explicitly says

James 5:11 gives the direct Christian application: endurance and
the Lord’s compassion. The New Testament also quotes a saying
from Eliphaz’s speech in 1 Corinthians 3:19 (compare Job 5:13).
This reminds us that a speaker whose argument is rebuked can
nevertheless say something true. We judge the speech’s claims
carefully rather than accepting or rejecting every sentence as a
block.

The longing for a mediator

Job 9:33 asks for a daysman between God and man. First Timothy
2:5-6 declares the one Mediator and His ransom. Reading the
longing alongside its full answer in Christ is a Christian theological
connection. We should not claim that Job understood the whole
mystery of the incarnation or that the apostles explicitly called this
verse a formal type.

The living Redeemer

Job 19:25-27, read in the KJV, reaches toward a living Redeemer
and seeing God beyond bodily decay. The resurrection of Jesus and
the apostolic promise of bodily resurrection give the church the
fullest light for receiving that hope (1 Corinthians 15:20-26,
42-54). Job’s confession should be allowed its force without
importing every later detail into his understanding.
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The Ransom and the Cross

Job 33:23-24 describes an interpreter and gracious deliverance
from the pit. Penn-Lewis reads the ransom in the light of Christ’s
sacrifice, placing it beside the living Redeemer of Job 19. First
Timothy 2:5-6 explicitly identifies the Mediator and His ransom;
First Corinthians 1:18 declares the power of the preaching of the
Cross. Her Naaman comparison illustrates dependence upon God’s
appointed remedy, but neither that comparison nor the number of
his washings should carry a doctrine that the apostolic witness
does not establish.

The righteous sufferer and intercessor

Job suffers although upright, is misjudged, and prays for those who
spoke wrongly. These are meaningful parallels with Christ’s
righteousness, rejection, and intercession. The difference is
decisive: Job needs correction and does not atone for the world.
Christ is sinless, and His sacrifice and priesthood accomplish what
Job’s suffering never could (Hebrews 7:25-27; 1 Peter 3:18).

Sacrifice and fulfillment

Job’s offerings belong to the biblical world before Christ’s finished
sacrifice. Hebrews 10:1-14 establishes the movement from
repeated sacrificial offerings to the sufficient offering of Jesus
Christ. We may trace that larger movement without claiming a
separately revealed symbolic meaning for every number, animal, or
action in Job.

The limits of a suggested parallel

Elihu’s speech about ransom and Leviathan’s formidable power
can prompt wider biblical reflection. Neither makes Elihu an
explicitly identified type of Christ or Leviathan an explicitly
identified Satan within Job. An illustration may help; an
unsupported identification can mislead. Clear apostolic teaching
must carry the weight of doctrine.

Present life and the future hope

Romans 5:17 speaks of reigning in life by Jesus Christ, and Romans
8 joins the Spirit’s present life to suffering, hope, and the future
redemption of the body. Our inheritance is already rooted in union
with Christ; its bodily consummation is still awaited. Job’s restored
wealth is a gift within his story, not the definition of Christian
victory.
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Sources and Editorial Note

Primary biblical source: The Holy Bible, King James Version. Chapter headings
identify the principal readings; the Scripture index lists named verse
references in the main text. Historical quotation boxes are quotations of
Penn-Lewis, not a second Bible translation for this edition.

Editorial sources: Rick Simoni’s introduction and twenty-eight-part series, as
revised for this edition. The twenty-eight-chapter sequence and the front and
back matter belong to this edition, which incorporates later source corrections.

Historical source: Jessie Penn-Lewis, The Story of Job: A Glimpse into the
Mystery of Suffering, fourth edition, with a preface dated June 1902. The
preface date identifies the text consulted, not necessarily the date of the
printing used. Page references in this note and in the gold boxes are her
original printed page numbers. Her words are given as she wrote them, apart
from normalized line breaks and quotation marks; the Ransom passage
preserves her wording, including its reference to Job’s integrity.

Quotation register: introduction, fourth-edition preface; chapter 2, the hedge,
p- 15; chapter 4, “perilously near,” p. 25; chapter 5, Eliphaz and timing, p. 32;
chapter 14, Redeemer and resurrection, p. 58 (excerpt); chapter 23, Redeemer
as Ransom, p. 108; chapter 24, messenger and patience, p. 113; chapter 28,
intercession and release, p. 144; afterword, gifts and knowledge, p. 138.

Additional source notes: service of suffering, p. 14; W. W. Peyton’s observation
about pain, cited by Penn-Lewis, p. 23; Eliphaz’s vision and its application, pp.
29-32; Bildad’s disposition, pp. 36-38; Job’s accusation of cruelty, pp. 86-92;
the will and work of God, pp. 103-105; the Cross and Naaman, pp. 108-111;
Elihu’s relapse and misquotation, pp. 113-116; his renewed service, pp.
117-123; repentance and the marginal rendering of Job 42:6, pp. 139-140;
vindication and secondary causes, pp. 141-142; Job’s slide in chapter 30, pp.
89-91; Job and Christ contrasted, pp. 91-92; self-vindication, pp. 95-97; God’s
ownership, pp. 134-135; Job’s reluctance to be thought ignorant, p. 136; the
purposes of the trial, pp. 153-154; speech, pp. 139-140 and 157-159; the limits
of applying Job’s restoration to Christian experience, pp. 159-161.

Two readings require particular care. Penn-Lewis’s application of Job 36:18
uses the Revised Version and its margin (pp. 120-121); the KJV’s wording
differs. Her emphasis on loathing one’s words in Job 42:6 likewise draws on a
margin. Neither has been substituted for the KJV. Her warning against abusing
grace is supported here from Romans 6:1-2 and Titus 2:11-12; Job’s correction
of his own speech is supported from Job 42:3. Penn-Lewis’s
messenger-to-relapse-to-recovery reading is identified as her interpretation,
not as an explicit narrator’s verdict on Elihu. This edition does not import her
extended angelology, an unqualified identification of Eliphaz’s visitor as
demonic, or the wider reward scheme developed around her discussion of the
Ransom. Her insight is received gratefully while Scripture governs the
exposition.
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Companion Books

The Fulfillment in Christ Series

Flesh and Spirit
Why Christian Zionism Cannot See the Kingdom

An examination of covenant, inheritance, and life in the Spirit
that calls readers to consider how the promises of God find
their fulfillment in Jesus Christ.

The Elephant in the Room

How the Apostles Read Israel’s Promises After Christ Came

A study of the apostolic witness to Christ’s present reign, the
people of God, and the fulfillment of the Old Testament
promises in Him.

Both books are by Rick Simoni and published by The
Overcomer Press. Visit The Overcomer Magazine’s Books page
for the available free PDFs and associated article series.

These works share the concern of The Story of Job: that we
should read Scripture in the light of Christ and allow the truth
to shape our understanding, our worship, and our daily walk.

Visit The Overcomer Magazine
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