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Dedication

For believers who long to see the Lord more 
clearly in His Word, and for weary travelers who 

need their hope renewed.

May the Scriptures lead you to Him, and may His 
life bear fruit in you.
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Preface
Two disciples were walking away from Jerusalem with a story 
they could not put together. Jesus had been mighty in deed and 
word, yet He had been crucified, and now the tomb was empty. 
Some of their company had even reported a vision of angels who 
said that He was alive, but the two men remained sorrowful. The 
facts were before them, but the meaning had escaped them.

The risen Lord drew near and opened the Scriptures. He did not 
ask them to forget the cross in order to recover their hope; He 
showed them why the Christ must suffer before entering His 
glory. What they had mistaken for the defeat of God’s purpose 
stood at the very heart of its accomplishment.

That is the burden of this book. We need more than a collection 
of interesting connections between Bible passages; we need to 
see the purpose of God gathered together in His Son. Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms do not lead us to a religious system 
that can operate without Him. They bear witness to the One who 
died, rose again, and now reigns; the One who gives His Spirit to 
His people and will bring His work to its appointed completion.

These chapters began as a series at The Overcomer Magazine 
and have been revised and expanded for readers who want to 
linger over the Scriptures, follow the apostolic testimony, and 
allow truth to search their lives. The aim is understanding that 
bears fruit in faith, obedience, love, and hope. A burning heart is 
precious, but its warmth must come from the truth of Christ, and 
its fruit must endure beyond the moment of reading.

May the Lord meet you in these pages, and may familiar 
passages open with fresh clarity. And may the result be more 
than admiration for the unity of the Bible: may you draw near to 
the living Saviour of whom the Bible speaks.
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A Note on This Edition
This edition retains the movement of the original series: the 
Emmaus road; Moses; the Prophets; the Psalms; the wisdom 
books; and then the Spirit’s witness through the Gospels, Acts, 
the Epistles, and Revelation. It is a guided journey through 
representative passages, not an exhaustive explanation of every 
biblical book or every messianic prophecy.

All Scripture quotations are from the King James Version, and 
they are distinguished from the author’s exposition. An ellipsis 
at the beginning or end of a displayed Scripture extract marks 
omitted words from the verse. Where a quotation uses the KJV’s 
New Testament spelling of an Old Testament name (Esaias for 
Isaiah, Jonas for Jonah, Melchisedec for Melchizedek), the 
spelling is left as the KJV has it. The imagined first-person 
speech that the original series placed in the Moses chapter has 
been replaced with exposition, so that no reader need wonder 
which words Scripture actually records Jesus saying. Luke tells 
us the subject and method of His teaching on the road; he does 
not preserve a complete transcript of that conversation.

The chapter on the wisdom books considers Job, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon, and the Psalms receive 
their own chapter. Luke 24:27 describes the teaching on the 
road; Luke 24:44 records the Lord’s later words to the gathered 
disciples. The passages belong together without being collapsed 
into one scene.

New in this edition are a table of the main connections at a 
glance (Appendix B), a regenerated Scripture Index, and a 
number of added passages, chiefly those in which the Lord or 
His apostles describe the Scriptures as bearing witness to 
Christ.
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How to Read This Book
Begin with the biblical passage itself. Read enough before and 
after it to hear its setting, its speaker, and its original burden. 
Then follow the passages that show how the Lord and His 
apostles understood its place in God’s purpose. The Old 
Testament is not an obstacle to be removed but Scripture to be 
understood in the light of the Son to whom it bears witness.

Christ-centered reading requires patient attention. A promise, a 
sacrifice, a lament, and a proverb do not speak in exactly the 
same way. A proverb is not automatically a prediction, and a 
resemblance is not automatically a divinely identified type. Nor 
does the coming of Christ make the historical experience of 
Israel unreal or unimportant: God worked in actual lives and 
events, and through them prepared a testimony whose fullness 
is revealed in His Son.

Not every connection in this book rests on the same footing, so it 
helps to ask two separate questions of each one. The first 
concerns authority: does Jesus or an apostle name this 
connection, or is it one we are drawing ourselves? Where 
Scripture names it, we follow it; where we draw it, we say so and 
hold it more loosely. The second concerns kind: is the Old 
Testament text a promise that has been fulfilled, a pattern (a 
person, event, or institution) brought to its fullness, or a 
correspondence, a resemblance of theme or language that helps 
meditation? These usual categories are not exhaustive; Isaiah’s 
vision of Christ’s glory is a vision, named by John (John 12:41). 
Adam is a pattern, and Paul himself names him as one (Romans 
5:14); the coats of skins in Genesis 3:21 are only a 
correspondence, and no apostle draws it. Faith does not become 
stronger when we claim more certainty than the text provides.

The Overcomer’s Checkpoint at the end of each chapter invites 
prayerful response. Do not use it to measure how impressive 
your spiritual experience has become; ask instead whether you 
are trusting Christ, receiving correction, loving His people, and 
obeying what He has made plain. Appendix A offers a simple 
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pattern for continuing this study, Appendix B lists the main 
connections with both labels, and the Scripture Index will help 
you return to the texts discussed.

Above all, keep reading beyond John 5:39 into John 5:40. The 
Scriptures testify of Christ, yet a person may study them and 
refuse to come to Him for life. Let the book lead you to the Lord. 
Understanding and fellowship belong together.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

All the Scriptures Concerning 
Himself

Christ in Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms

And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 

concerning himself.
Luke 24:27

The risen Jesus gave His disciples more than reassurance that 
He had survived death. He taught them to read the Scriptures in 
the light of His suffering and glory. The cross had offended their 
expectations, but it had not overturned the Word of God, and 
their hope could be restored only as those expectations 
submitted to what God had actually spoken.

This is where our journey must begin. We easily carry an outline 
of our own into the Bible and then ask each passage to confirm 
it. We may expect outward success, national greatness, freedom 
from suffering, or the vindication of our favorite system. When 
Christ does not fit the outline, we can miss Him even while 
discussing the events that reveal Him. The Emmaus account is a 
gracious warning to every confident interpreter.

The Scriptures have a center
Jesus did not say that Moses had nothing to teach after His 
coming; He said that Moses wrote of Him (John 5:46). Nor did 
the apostles discard the prophets as an obsolete preliminary. 
Peter declared that all the prophets bore witness to the 
forgiveness found through His name (Acts 10:43), and the gospel 
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they preached was promised beforehand in the holy Scriptures 
and concerned God’s Son (Romans 1:1–4).

The apostles state the same conviction in their own summaries. 
Paul says that all the promises of God are in Christ yea, and in 
Him Amen (2 Corinthians 1:20), and that Christ died for our sins 
and rose again the third day, both “according to the scriptures” 
(1 Corinthians 15:3–4). Hebrews opens on the same note: the 
God who spoke in time past by the prophets has in these last 
days spoken by His Son (Hebrews 1:1–2). The Old Testament is 
not a separate word that Christ later replaced; it is the earlier 
speech of the same God, now brought to its center.

The unity is deeper than a string of predictions followed by 
matching events. The Bible unfolds God’s dealings with creation, 
sin, judgment, promise, covenant, worship, kingship, exile, and 
restoration. These lines meet in Jesus Christ. He is the promised 
Seed, the obedient Son, the sufficient sacrifice, the great High 
Priest, and the reigning King. The Father’s purpose cannot be 
understood while His Son is treated as a temporary addition to 
it.

Yet we should state the claim carefully. Luke does not say that 
every sentence is a direct prediction about Jesus, or that every 
incidental detail conceals a secret code. He says that Jesus 
expounded the things concerning Himself throughout the 
Scriptures. We honor that testimony by reading each passage 
truthfully and following its place in the larger witness, not by 
making the text say whatever our imagination suggests.

Fulfillment that brings us to God
The promised blessing reaches us through union with Christ. He 
does not merely explain righteousness; in Him sinners are 
justified. He does not merely describe access to God; through 
His blood we draw near. He does not merely announce life; He is 
our life. The realities anticipated in Israel’s worship are received 
in the Son, and their fruit appears in a people being conformed 
to His likeness.
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This fulfillment does not make the future disappear. Christ has 
risen, but our bodies still await resurrection. He reigns, but 
death has not yet been destroyed. He has reconciled His people 
to God, and we await the open manifestation of the glory He has 
promised. The New Testament teaches us to receive what He 
has accomplished while patiently expecting what He will 
complete (Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:25–26).

We will therefore follow two inseparable movements: Christ 
revealed in the Scriptures, and Christ received in the life of His 
people. Exposition should lead to worship, worship should 
produce obedience, and obedience should grow from 
dependence upon the Lord who first drew near to us in mercy.
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C H A P T E R  1

The Emmaus Road: From Sorrow 
to Renewed Faith

Luke 24:13–35

And it came to pass, that, while they communed together 
and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with 
them. But their eyes were holden that they should not 

know him.
Luke 24:15–16

When the facts do not seem to fit
The two disciples were not indifferent to Jesus; they were 
grieving because they had hoped in Him. “But we trusted that it 
had been he which should have redeemed Israel” (Luke 24:21). 
Their sorrow grew out of a collision between that hope and the 
crucifixion. How could the Redeemer be handed over to death?

They also possessed considerable information. They knew His 
ministry, the rulers’ actions, the women’s testimony, and the 
report of the empty tomb, yet information alone had not resolved 
their confusion. We should not, however, pronounce them 
spiritually lifeless or unconverted; Luke makes no such 
judgment. The Lord names their problem more precisely: they 
were slow of heart to believe all that the prophets had spoken 
(Luke 24:25).

Their slowness was not new. Before the cross Jesus had told the 
Twelve that all things written by the prophets concerning the 
Son of man would be accomplished, and Luke adds that they 
understood “none of these things” (Luke 18:31–34). The saying 
was hid from them, and the cross, when it came, found them 
unprepared.

The word “all” searches us. We can believe selected promises 
while resisting the passages that tell us how God will fulfill 
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them. We may welcome glory and draw back from the suffering 
that precedes it. Their need was not to exchange Scripture for 
inward experience but to believe Scripture more fully, under the 
teaching of the risen Christ.

The necessity of the cross
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter 
into his glory?
— Luke 24:26

That question governs the exposition that follows. Jesus does not 
begin with an assortment of ingenious parallels; He places His 
suffering and glory within the necessity of God’s purpose. The 
cross was not an emergency measure introduced when a better 
plan failed. The prophets had testified beforehand of the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow (1 Peter 
1:10–12).

We often want the Lord to remove the event that has troubled 
us, but He may first correct the interpretation that has made the 
event unbearable. The disciples saw rejection as proof that 
redemption had failed. Jesus showed them that through His 
rejection and death He had accomplished the saving work they 
did not yet understand. The answer was not a smaller hope, but 
a hope purified and enlarged by the truth.

Opened Scriptures and opened eyes
The Lord expounded the Scriptures as they walked. Later, at the 
table, He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them. 
Their eyes were opened, and they knew Him (Luke 24:30–31). 
Luke records both the opening of the Word and the opening of 
their eyes, and neither gives us a technique by which we can 
compel revelation. Both show the mercy and initiative of the 
Lord.

Luke then records a third opening. When Jesus stood in the 
midst of the gathered disciples, “opened he their understanding, 
that they might understand the scriptures” (Luke 24:45). The 
verse stands between the Lord’s reminder that all things written 
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in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled and His explanation that Christ must suffer and rise 
again. It tells us how such reading becomes possible. 
Understanding, like recognition at the table, was given; it was 
not extracted by the disciples’ cleverness. The same Lord who is 
the subject of the Scriptures is the One who opens them, and He 
does so for those who will receive Him.

The disciples afterward recalled their burning hearts. Their 
experience arose while He spoke and opened the Scriptures. We 
should cherish the affection truth awakens without making a 
particular feeling the test of truth. Some readers weep; others 
find a quiet steadiness replacing confusion. What matters is that 
the Christ revealed in the Word becomes the One we trust, love, 
and obey.

Knowledge and life are not enemies: the understanding He gave 
renewed their faith, and their hearts burned not because 
interpretation had become unnecessary but because the 
Scriptures were being truly interpreted. Spiritual warmth 
severed from truth can mislead us; accurate words refused by an 
unbelieving heart can remain unfruitful. The Lord joins 
understanding, faith, and love.

The road turns back toward fellowship
They rose the same hour and returned to Jerusalem. There they 
found the gathered disciples announcing, “The Lord is risen 
indeed, and hath appeared to Simon” (Luke 24:34). The travelers 
then told what had happened on the road and how He was 
known to them in breaking of bread. The order matters: their 
private encounter brought them back into the shared witness of 
His people.

That movement is part of the fruit of a Christ-centered reading 
of Scripture. It does not make us proud possessors of secrets, 
detached from ordinary believers. It restores fellowship, 
strengthens witness, and sends us toward those who need 
encouragement. The One who opened the book also turned their 
feet toward their brethren.
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T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Where have my expectations made me slow to believe what God 
has spoken? Am I willing for Christ to correct my understanding 
of suffering as well as my understanding of glory? Let the prayer 
be simple: Lord, open Thy Word to me, and make me willing to 
receive it. Restore in me a faith that returns to fellowship and 
bears truthful witness to Thee.
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C H A P T E R  2

Beginning at Moses: Christ in the 
Law

Genesis through Deuteronomy

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: 
for he wrote of me.

John 5:46

The five books of Moses establish the great questions the rest of 
Scripture unfolds. How can fallen people live before a holy God? 
How will the serpent’s work be overcome? How can the 
promised blessing reach the nations? How can a redeemed 
people become a dwelling place for the Lord? Christ is not 
imported into these questions from outside; He is the One in 
whom God’s answer is finally revealed.

Luke does not list every passage Jesus used on the road. We 
therefore turn to the connections that the New Testament itself 
supplies, together with correspondences that should be held 
with appropriate care. This approach gives us ample room to 
wonder without putting an invented sermon into the Lord’s 
mouth.

Genesis: promise in a fallen world
Genesis 3:15 announces conflict between the serpent and the 
woman’s seed, together with the bruising of the serpent’s head. 
The promise is first heard amid judgment, for God does not leave 
the fallen world without hope. The New Testament shows the 
Son taking flesh and blood and, through death, destroying him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14). 
His victory gives substance to the hope that began in Eden.

Adam also prepares us to understand Christ through contrast. 
Paul expressly calls Adam “the figure of him that was to come” 
(Romans 5:14). Through the one man’s disobedience came sin 
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and death; through the obedience of the One comes 
righteousness and life. Christ is not merely a better moral 
example within Adam’s ruined order. He is the Head of a new 
humanity. Those who receive abundance of grace and the gift of 
righteousness shall reign in life by Him (Romans 5:17–19). Paul 
sharpens the contrast elsewhere: the first Adam was made a 
living soul, the last Adam a quickening spirit (1 Corinthians 
15:45). He also reads the creation of marriage (Genesis 2:24) as 
speaking of something greater, and says so plainly: “I speak 
concerning Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5:31–32).

God clothed Adam and Eve with coats of skins (Genesis 3:21). It 
is fitting to notice His gracious provision where their own 
covering had proved inadequate. This is a correspondence only, 
since the passage does not describe an instituted sacrifice, and 
the doctrine of atonement rests securely on texts that actually 
teach it.

Abel’s story gives a clearer apostolic connection. His offering 
was accepted by faith (Hebrews 11:4), and Hebrews 12:24 
contrasts his blood with the blood of Jesus that speaks better 
things. The murdered righteous man is heard by God; the blood 
of the Mediator secures the blessings of the new covenant. The 
connection directs us beyond human merit to the better word 
spoken in Christ.

Noah’s deliverance through the flood is likewise taken up by 
Peter (1 Peter 3:20–22). Peter connects the saving passage 
through water with baptism, carefully locating its saving 
significance in the resurrection of Jesus Christ rather than an 
outward washing. The ark can serve as a devotional picture of 
refuge, but Peter’s own emphasis must govern our exposition: 
salvation rests in the risen and exalted Lord.

Abraham’s promise and the beloved son
The blessing promised to Abraham reaches beyond one family to 
all families of the earth (Genesis 12:3). Paul says that the 
Scripture preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, and 
identifies Christ as the Seed in whom the promise comes to its 
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fulfillment (Galatians 3:8; 3:16). Those who belong to Christ are 
Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 
3:29). The promise grows into a people gathered in the Son.

Abraham’s faith also supplies Paul’s argument about 
righteousness. Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteousness (Genesis 15:6). Romans 4:20–25 carries 
that testimony to those who believe on Him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead. The connection is not merely that Abraham 
believed strongly. He trusted the God who gives life where 
human ability cannot produce it.

In Genesis 22 the beloved son is bound, and God provides a ram 
offered in his stead. Hebrews 11:17–19 explains that Abraham 
accounted God able to raise Isaac even from the dead and 
received him in a figure. The narrative gives us both the beloved 
son yielded and the substitute provided. The New Testament 
does not require us to assign a separate mystical meaning to the 
wood, the knife, or every stage of the journey. Its own emphasis 
is rich enough: the promise is held in the faithfulness of the God 
who can raise the dead.

Two further verses deepen the scene without overreaching. 
When Isaac asks about the lamb, Abraham answers, “God will 
provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering” (Genesis 22:8), and 
he names the place with a saying that still looks forward: “In the 
mount of the LORD it shall be seen” (Genesis 22:14). The Lord 
Himself says that Abraham rejoiced to see His day, and saw it, 
and was glad (John 8:56). We may hear in these verses a promise 
of provision that finds its answer in the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world (John 1:29), while recognizing 
that the New Testament does not tell us how much Abraham 
understood.

Melchizedek enters the story in the same Abraham cycle 
(Genesis 14:18–20). Hebrews explains that this king of Salem 
and priest of the most high God, who appears without recorded 
genealogy, is made like unto the Son of God and abideth a priest 
continually (Hebrews 7:1–3). He is the figure Psalm 110 will 
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later take up, and we will meet him again in the chapter on the 
Psalms.

Jacob’s vision finds a direct echo in the Lord’s promise that His 
disciples would see the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man (Genesis 28:12; John 1:51). Fellowship 
between heaven and earth centers in Him. Joseph’s rejection 
and subsequent exaltation to preserve life provide a further 
narrative correspondence (Genesis 50:20; Acts 7:9–14). Stephen 
recounts that history within Israel’s repeated rejection of God’s 
appointed deliverers. We can recognize the pattern without 
claiming that every feature of Joseph’s life predicts Christ.

Exodus: redeemed for the presence of God
The book opens with the revelation of the divine name at the 
burning bush: “I AM THAT I AM” (Exodus 3:14). When Jesus 
says to His opponents, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58), 
His words recall that name, and His hearers took up stones to 
cast at Him (John 8:59). John 8:58 does not quote Exodus 3:14, 
so we hold the link as a correspondence, but it is a weighty one: 
the One who sent Moses to deliver Israel stands among us as our 
Redeemer.

The Passover (Exodus 12) is explicitly interpreted for us: “For 
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7). 
Israel’s deliverance begins under the shelter of the appointed 
blood. Paul then presses the moral consequence upon the 
Church: purge out the old leaven. Redemption is not permission 
to preserve the corruption from which we have been delivered. 
The Lamb’s sacrifice calls forth a life of sincerity and truth 
(1 Corinthians 5:8).

Other apostles draw the same line. Peter says that we were 
redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot (1 Peter 1:18–19), and John observes 
that the soldiers did not break His legs, that the Scripture 
should be fulfilled: “A bone of him shall not be broken” (John 
19:36; compare Exodus 12:46).
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At Sinai the covenant was sealed with blood, and Moses said, 
“Behold the blood of the covenant” (Exodus 24:8). The Lord took 
up those words at the table: “this is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins” 
(Matthew 26:28). Hebrews explains how the first covenant was 
dedicated with blood and the second with a better sacrifice 
(Hebrews 9:18–23).

At the sea (Exodus 14), the redeemed people pass out of 
Pharaoh’s dominion. Paul describes them as baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea (1 Corinthians 10:1–2). Yet the 
same passage warns that outward participation did not excuse 
subsequent unbelief, for spiritual privilege must not become 
presumption. The history teaches both the greatness of 
deliverance and the seriousness of continuing in faith.

In the wilderness, manna and water (Exodus 16–17) testify to 
God’s provision. Jesus identifies Himself as the true bread from 
heaven who gives life to the world (John 6:32–35). Paul says of 
the spiritual Rock, “that Rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:4). 
The substance of the lesson is dependence: we cannot live today 
upon admiration for yesterday’s provision, but come to Him, 
believe on Him, and receive what only He can supply.

The tabernacle (Exodus 25–40) then places God’s dwelling in the 
midst of a redeemed people. Its holiness, sacrifices, and 
restricted access teach that God is near, yet sinners cannot 
approach Him carelessly. John announces that the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14); the verb for “dwelt” 
is related to the Greek word for tabernacle, so that the Word 
may be said to have pitched His tent among us. Jesus identifies 
His body as the temple that will be raised after destruction (John 
2:19–21). In Him the presence toward which the tent pointed has 
come personally among us; through Him His people become 
God’s dwelling by the Spirit (Ephesians 2:19–22). The temple 
and its fulfillment are treated more fully in The Elephant in the 
Room, the companion volume in this series.
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Leviticus: the sufficient sacrifice and living Priest
Leviticus will remain burdensome if we see only regulations. It 
becomes searching when we recognize the problem those 
regulations address: a holy God dwells among a sinful people. 
Sacrifice, cleansing, priesthood, and atonement belong to that 
relationship. The rites were God’s provision under that covenant, 
yet their repeated performance could not bring the final 
perfection of conscience that Christ supplies (Hebrews 9:9–14).

The book states its own principle in one verse: “For the life of 
the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar 
to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul” (Leviticus 17:11). Hebrews 
takes the principle to its conclusion: “without shedding of blood 
is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22).

We should describe the rites accurately. In Leviticus 4 the one 
who brings the sin offering lays his hand on its head, and the 
elders do so on behalf of the congregation. In Leviticus 16:21 
Aaron confesses Israel’s iniquities over the live goat. These are 
related features of Israel’s worship, but they are not one 
undifferentiated ceremony. Their fulfillment is understood 
through the New Testament’s account of the Lord bearing our 
sins and bringing us to God. The writer of Hebrews also notes 
that the bodies of the sin-offering beasts were burned without 
the camp, and that Jesus likewise suffered without the gate, that 
He might sanctify the people with His own blood (Hebrews 
13:11–13).

Hebrews gathers the testimony into one decisive contrast. The 
priests stand ministering repeatedly; Christ offered one sacrifice 
for sins and sat down at the right hand of God (Hebrews 10:11–
14). His seated position declares the sufficiency of His offering. 
His continuing priesthood assures us that the One who died for 
us lives to intercede for us (Hebrews 7:25). We need neither 
another sacrifice nor another mediator.

This is deeply practical, because a troubled conscience is not 
healed by adding inward anguish to the finished offering of 
Christ. We confess sin, receive His cleansing, and draw near 
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through the way He opened (Hebrews 10:19–22). Reverence 
remains; the barrier has been answered by His blood.

Numbers and Deuteronomy: faith, warning, and 
obedience
Numbers records a people sustained by God who nevertheless 
struggled with unbelief. The cloud directs their journey; the 
wilderness exposes their hearts. The New Testament uses these 
events to warn the Church against lust, idolatry, murmuring, 
and presumption (1 Corinthians 10:6–12). Seeing Christ in the 
wilderness never makes the warnings unnecessary, because His 
grace is what teaches us to heed them.

The brazen serpent supplies one of the Lord’s clearest 
identifications: as Moses lifted up the serpent, so must the Son 
of man be lifted up, that the believer might have eternal life 
(Numbers 21:8–9; John 3:14–15). The people could not cure 
themselves. Life came through God’s appointed provision, 
received by looking in faith. The offense of the cross does not 
diminish its saving power; the crucified Son is the provision God 
has given.

Balaam’s vision of a Star and Sceptre announces royal hope 
(Numbers 24:17). Matthew does not explicitly tie the wise men’s 
star to this verse, so we hold the link as a correspondence. The 
Lord’s own words in Revelation, however, are plain: “I am the 
root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star” 
(Revelation 22:16).

Deuteronomy promises a Prophet like Moses whom the people 
must hear. Peter applies that promise to Jesus (Deuteronomy 
18:15–19; Acts 3:22–23). The Father’s voice at the 
transfiguration answers it directly. Moses and Elijah appear with 
Jesus and speak of the decease He should accomplish at 
Jerusalem (Luke 9:30–31), and the voice from the cloud says, 
“This is my beloved Son: hear him” (Luke 9:35). Philip’s 
announcement to Nathanael carries the same conviction: “We 
have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write, Jesus of Nazareth” (John 1:45).
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The same book gives the curse associated with hanging on a 
tree; Paul declares that Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us (Deuteronomy 21:23; 
Galatians 3:13). The One to whom we must listen is the One who 
has borne our curse.

Moses himself looked beyond the treasures of Egypt. Hebrews 
says that he esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt,” for he had respect unto the 
recompence of the reward (Hebrews 11:24–26). The lawgiver 
whom some would set against Christ was already bearing His 
reproach by faith.

Moses also commands circumcision of the heart and later 
promises God’s work in the heart so that His people will love 
Him (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6). Outward privilege cannot 
replace inward reality. From the opening promise to the final 
summons, Moses prepares us for a redemption that reaches both 
our standing before God and the disposition of our hearts.

T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Do I rest in the sacrifice God has provided, or am I still trying to 
repair my standing by my own religious effort? Am I receiving 
His daily provision while heeding His warnings? Ask the Lord to 
make the deliverance of which you read visible in your conduct: 
a clean conscience, a willing heart, and a life yielded to His 
presence.
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C H A P T E R  3

The Prophets: Christ Foretold
Isaiah to Malachi

To him give all the prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission 

of sins.
Acts 10:43

The prophets spoke into real conditions: idolatry, oppression, 
corrupt worship, threatened judgment, exile, and disappointed 
return. We lose something essential if we detach their promises 
from those burdens. The promised salvation answers the actual 
estrangement of God’s people. A new King, a new covenant, 
cleansing, a new heart, and the gift of the Spirit are not 
decorative additions to the story. They are God’s answer to its 
deepest need.

Peter tells us that the prophets searched diligently concerning 
the salvation they announced. The Spirit of Christ in them 
testified beforehand of His sufferings and the glory that should 
follow (1 Peter 1:10–12). They were faithful witnesses, yet they 
did not possess the full historical disclosure later given through 
the gospel. We read their words gratefully from the far side of 
the cross and resurrection.

Isaiah: the King who bears our sins
Matthew identifies the virgin birth with Isaiah’s Immanuel 
promise (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22–23). Isaiah 9:6–7 unites the 
gift of the child with the government and peace of David’s 
throne. These promises direct us toward a King whose coming is 
God’s own visitation of His people. He is not merely another 
ruler competing for a place among the kingdoms of this world.

The apostolic testimony makes the royal connection explicit. 
Gabriel tells Mary that the Lord God will give her Son the throne 
of His father David (Luke 1:32–33). Peter declares at Pentecost 
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that God had sworn to David that of the fruit of his loins He 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne (Acts 2:30), and Paul 
preaches the resurrection as the fulfilling of the sure mercies of 
David (Acts 13:32–34). The throne of David is not postponed; it is 
occupied by the risen Son, a theme The Elephant in the Room 
follows at length.

Isaiah’s Servant brings judgment to the Gentiles, yet does not 
break the bruised reed (Isaiah 42:1–4; Matthew 12:15–21). His 
gentleness is not weakness, and His authority is not harshness. 
In Him the oppressed find the mercy of God, while the nations 
are summoned to hope in His name. The character of the 
kingdom is revealed in its King.

John gives one of the most striking identifications in the New 
Testament when he turns to Isaiah’s vision of the Lord high and 
lifted up in the temple (Isaiah 6:1–5). Explaining why many who 
saw the Lord’s signs still did not believe, John says: “These 
things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him” 
(John 12:41). Esaias is the KJV’s New Testament spelling of 
Isaiah. The glory the prophet saw, John says, was the glory of 
Christ. The vision that made Isaiah cry, “Woe is me!” was a 
vision of the Son before He took flesh, and the One whom Isaiah 
feared as the Holy One of Israel is the One who came to bear our 
sins.

The deepest disclosure comes in Isaiah 52:13–53:12. The 
Servant is despised, wounded for our transgressions, and made 
an offering for sin; afterward He sees the fruit of His travail. 
Philip begins at this Scripture and preaches Jesus to the 
Ethiopian (Acts 8:32–35). Peter likewise explains that Christ 
bore our sins in His own body on the tree so that we, being dead 
to sins, should live unto righteousness (1 Peter 2:24).

That last purpose must not be lost, for the cross answers guilt 
and also breaks the claim of sin upon our lives. We do not honor 
the suffering Servant by praising forgiveness while refusing the 
righteousness for which He redeemed us. His wounds are our 
healing, and His shepherding restores wandering souls (1 Peter 
2:25).
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Isaiah also looks toward light reaching the nations and God’s 
glory among His people. Revelation draws upon Isaiah’s 
language in its vision of the new Jerusalem (Isaiah 60:19–20; 
Revelation 21:23–26). Here we should resist compressing every 
promise into one moment. The light has come in Christ; the 
gospel goes among the nations; the final dwelling of God with 
His people remains the hope toward which the witness moves.

Jeremiah and Ezekiel: the covenant reaches the heart
Jeremiah promises a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah, marked by the law written within, the 
knowledge of God, and the forgiveness of iniquity (Jeremiah 
31:31–34). Jesus identifies the cup with the new testament in His 
blood (Luke 22:20). Hebrews quotes Jeremiah to explain the 
better covenant of which He is Mediator (Hebrews 8:6–13).

We must let that apostolic explanation govern our expectation. 
The new covenant is not waiting for another sacrifice to 
establish it. Its blood has been shed and its Mediator lives, and 
its blessings are received in Christ by a people called to the 
inward obedience the promise described. Forgiveness and the 
law written in the heart belong together; neither cancels the 
other.

Jeremiah also promises a righteous Branch raised up for David, a 
King who shall reign and prosper, and whose name shall be 
called “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” (Jeremiah 23:5–6). 
Paul does not quote that passage, but he reaches the same 
conviction when he says that Christ is made unto us 
righteousness (1 Corinthians 1:30). We will return to that theme 
when we reach the Epistles.

Ezekiel speaks of cleansing, a new heart, and God’s Spirit 
causing His people to walk in His statutes (Ezekiel 36:25–27). 
Titus describes salvation through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost, shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour (Titus 3:5–6). The correspondence is 
more substantial than improved behavior, for God gives the life 
from which a changed walk proceeds.
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Ezekiel also condemns the shepherds who feed themselves and 
promises that God will seek His flock and set one shepherd over 
them, His servant David (Ezekiel 34:11–24). Jesus announces 
Himself as the good Shepherd who lays down His life for the 
sheep (John 10:11). The Davidic hope and God’s own care meet 
in Him. Those entrusted with His people must therefore learn 
His sacrificial care rather than using authority for themselves.

Daniel: dominion received from heaven
Daniel’s stone cut without hands becomes a kingdom that God 
establishes and that shall never be destroyed (Daniel 2:34–35; 
2:44). Its origin is divine, and it is not a religious version of the 
empires it displaces. Daniel 7:13–14 then shows one like the Son 
of man coming with the clouds to the Ancient of days and 
receiving dominion, glory, and a kingdom.

Notice the direction in the vision: the Son of man approaches the 
Ancient of days. This provides a vital setting for understanding 
the exaltation of Jesus. The One rejected on earth is vindicated 
in heaven. He tells the council of the Son of man seated at the 
right hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven 
(Matthew 26:64). After His resurrection He announces that all 
power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth (Matthew 
28:18).

His kingship is therefore a present reality, not merely a future 
possibility. Yet Daniel’s kingdom must not become an excuse for 
self-confident political triumph or promises that believers will 
escape suffering. The saints are called to endurance. The New 
Testament holds His present authority together with the future 
subduing of every enemy, death included (1 Corinthians 15:25–
26). We serve a reigning Lord while awaiting the full 
manifestation of His victory.

Jonah: the sign the Lord named
Jonah is the one prophet whose experience the Lord Himself 
names as His sign. Asked for a sign, Jesus answered that none 
would be given but “the sign of the prophet Jonas”: as Jonas was 
three days and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son 
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of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth 
(Jonah 1:17; Matthew 12:39–41). He adds that the men of 
Nineveh shall rise in judgment, because they repented at the 
preaching of Jonas, “and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.”

The identification does not depend on any detail we might 
invent. Jesus names the sign and its meaning: the burial and 
rising of the Son of man, and the repentance that a greater 
preacher deserves. The prophet who fled the presence of the 
LORD and was delivered from the deep becomes a witness to the 
One who went into death for others and rose again, and the 
pagan sailors and the Ninevites who responded to a reluctant 
messenger will condemn those who refuse the greater One.

Hosea and Amos: mercy gathers a people
Hosea’s language of betrothal reveals the covenant mercy of 
God toward an unfaithful people (Hosea 2:19–23). Paul draws 
upon the promise that those who were not God’s people will be 
called His people, and Peter uses the same pattern to describe 
those who have obtained mercy (Romans 9:24–26; 1 Peter 2:10). 
God’s faithfulness is displayed in the creation of a people who 
live by His mercy.

Hosea 11:1 originally recalls Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. 
Matthew applies “Out of Egypt have I called my son” to Jesus 
(Matthew 2:15). That use shows that fulfillment is not always a 
prediction awaiting its first historical reference. Israel’s sonship 
and history find their obedient representative in the true Son. 
He enters the story and brings it to its intended goal.

Amos promises the raising of David’s fallen tabernacle (Amos 
9:11–12). At Jerusalem, James cites that passage when 
considering God’s visitation of the Gentiles (Acts 15:13–18). The 
KJV preserves the difference in wording: Amos 9:12 says, “That 
they may possess the remnant of Edom,” whereas Acts 15:17 
says, “That the residue of men might seek after the Lord.” At 
this point the citation follows the Greek form of Amos, commonly 
called the Septuagint, rather than the Hebrew wording 
translated in the KJV Old Testament. James’s conclusion 



T H E  O V E R C O M E R  P R E S S 21

supports receiving believing Gentiles without placing them 
under the Mosaic yoke. David’s restoration belongs to the 
messianic purpose within which the nations seek the Lord; it 
cannot be used to rebuild the barrier the apostolic judgment 
refuses to impose. The passage is examined at greater length in 
The Elephant in the Room.

Amos’s plumbline, by contrast, is first a sign of judgment upon 
Israel (Amos 7:7–9). We may apply the principle that God 
measures His people truthfully, but no apostle identifies it as a 
type of Christ. Its force is already searching: God does not 
excuse crookedness because His name is invoked over it.

Faith, the Spirit, and the coming Lord
Habakkuk’s declaration that the just shall live by his faith 
(Habakkuk 2:4) is taken up in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and 
Hebrews 10:38. Faith rests in God’s promise and perseveres 
when appearances seem to contradict it. The prophet’s joy when 
the fig tree does not blossom is a fitting pattern for believers 
under trial (Habakkuk 3:17–18), an example of faith’s 
endurance, not a prediction about Christ’s earthly life.

Micah identifies Bethlehem as the place from which the ruler 
will come (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:5–6). Zechariah announces the 
lowly King and the pierced One (Zechariah 9:9; 12:10; Matthew 
21:4–5; John 19:37). Joel promises the outpouring of the Spirit, 
and Peter identifies Pentecost with that promise (Joel 2:28–32; 
Acts 2:16–21). Malachi announces the preparing messenger and 
the Lord’s coming to His temple; Jesus applies the messenger 
promise to John the Baptist (Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:10).

The testimony gathers around a living Person. Birth, service, 
suffering, resurrection, exaltation, the Spirit’s gift, and coming 
glory belong together in Him. We need not diminish the 
prophets’ earthly settings to see this unity, and we must not 
detach their promises from Christ in order to preserve those 
settings. The One they announced has come, and He will finish 
what He has begun.
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T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Am I receiving the new covenant as a present gift in Christ? Is 
the law being written into my affections as well as retained in 
my memory? When the fig tree does not blossom, will I still trust 
the reigning Lord? Ask Him to form in you the patient faith that 
His promises deserve.
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C H A P T E R  4

The Psalms: Christ in Song
The hymnbook of the Messiah

…all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,  

concerning me.
Luke 24:44

The Psalms give us prayer shaped by God’s covenant dealings: 
lament, confession, thanksgiving, longing, and praise. Their 
human voices are real, and David’s distress is not a literary 
disguise that becomes meaningless once we see Christ. Yet the 
New Testament repeatedly shows that the psalmists’ words 
reach beyond their immediate circumstances to the Messiah’s 
suffering, resurrection, kingship, and worship among His 
brethren.

This teaches us to read with both sympathy and expectation. We 
hear the original prayer, then attend to the way the apostles 
carry its testimony into Christ. In Him the Church learns to pray 
these songs without appropriating what belongs uniquely to His 
sinless person or His redeeming work.

The Son whom God has enthroned
Psalm 2 places the rebellion of the nations against the settled 
purpose of God: He has set His King upon His holy hill of Zion. 
Acts 4:25–28 applies the nations’ gathering to the opposition 
against Jesus, including Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles, and 
Israel’s people. Their hostility did not defeat God’s counsel, for 
the crucified One is the Son whom God has vindicated. The same 
psalm carries the Father’s declaration, “Thou art my Son; this 
day have I begotten thee” (Psalm 2:7), which Paul connects with 
the resurrection (Acts 13:33) and Hebrews with the Son’s 
superiority to the angels (Hebrews 1:5).
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Psalm 110:1 supplies an equally decisive testimony. Peter argues 
that David did not ascend into the heavens, yet spoke of his Lord 
seated at God’s right hand (Acts 2:34–36). The conclusion is 
present and public: God has made this Jesus, whom they 
crucified, both Lord and Christ. The throne is occupied while 
enemies still await their final subjection. Jesus Himself had put 
the question to His opponents: if David calls the Christ his Lord, 
how is he his son (Matthew 22:41–46)? The question has no 
answer until the Christ is both David’s descendant and David’s 
Lord.

The same psalm joins kingship and priesthood: “Thou art a 
priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4). 
Hebrews unfolds the superiority and permanence of that 
priesthood (Hebrews 7:17–28). The One who rules for us also 
intercedes for us. His authority does not make Him distant from 
our need, and His compassion does not weaken His authority.

The man crowned with glory
Psalm 8:4–6 asks what man is, that God should be mindful of 
him, and answers that God has made him a little lower than the 
angels, crowned him with glory and honour, and put all things 
under his feet. Hebrews does not treat this as a general 
reflection on human dignity only. It reads the psalm as fulfilled 
in Jesus: “But now we see not yet all things put under him. But 
we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he 
by the grace of God should taste death for every man” (Hebrews 
2:6–9). Paul draws on the same verse when he says that the 
Father has put all things under Christ’s feet (1 Corinthians 
15:27).

The passage keeps both halves of our hope in view. We do not 
yet see all things put under Him, and creation still groans; but 
we see Jesus, already crowned. The psalm honors the dignity of 
man as God made him, and the Son restores it by taking our 
nature, tasting death for every man, and bringing many sons 
unto glory (Hebrews 2:10).
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The Son who says, “Lo, I come”
In Psalm 40:6–8 a servant of God says, “Then said I, Lo, I come: 
in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy 
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.” The writer of 
Hebrews hears the Son Himself speaking these words as He 
comes into the world: “Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, 
but a body hast thou prepared me” (Hebrews 10:5–7). The KJV 
preserves a difference in wording. Psalm 40:6 reads “mine ears 
hast thou opened,” while Hebrews 10:5 reads “a body hast thou 
prepared me,” following the Greek form of the psalm. Both 
speak of a servant whose whole person is given to hear and to do 
the Father’s will.

Two things in this passage bear directly on the thesis of this 
book. First, the Son says that in the volume of the book it is 
written of Him, which is the same conviction He expressed to 
those who searched the Scriptures (John 5:39). Second, Hebrews 
draws the consequence for the sacrifices of the law: He takes 
away the first, that He may establish the second, and by that will 
we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all (Hebrews 10:9–10). The offerings that could not take 
away sin give way to the obedient Son.

The suffering that becomes praise
Jesus takes the opening cry of Psalm 22 upon His lips at the 
cross (Matthew 27:46). The psalm’s language of scorn, pierced 
hands and feet, and divided garments finds its terrible 
correspondence in His crucifixion. John explicitly connects the 
division of His clothing with Psalm 22:18 (John 19:23–24).

Yet Psalm 22 does not end in abandonment. Its movement is 
toward answered prayer, worship in the congregation, and the 
turning of the nations to the Lord. Hebrews places Psalm 22:22 
on the lips of the Son who is not ashamed to call His people 
brethren (Hebrews 2:11–12). The suffering One brings others 
into His praise, so that the cross produces a redeemed family 
and a witness extending to the ends of the earth.
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Other psalms deepen the picture. Jesus entrusts His spirit to the 
Father in the words of Psalm 31:5 (Luke 23:46). Psalm 69 gives 
language for reproach, zeal, and thirst that the Gospel writers 
connect to Him (John 2:17; 19:28–29), and Paul says that the 
reproaches of those who reproached God fell on Christ (Romans 
15:3; Psalm 69:9). These connections are not an invitation to 
assign every confession or request in those psalms to the sinless 
Christ. The New Testament directs us to particular words and 
patterns, and we should follow its care.

Resurrection and the rejected stone
Peter’s use of Psalm 16 is an example of disciplined exposition. 
David spoke of the Holy One not seeing corruption, yet David 
died and his sepulchre remained. As a prophet, he spoke 
concerning the resurrection of Christ (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:25–
32). Paul makes the same distinction in Acts 13:35–37. The 
historical limitation of David’s experience helps disclose the 
greater One of whom he spoke.

Psalm 118:22 provides the pattern of rejection reversed by God: 
the stone refused by the builders becomes the head stone of the 
corner. Jesus applies it to Himself, and Peter proclaims it before 
the rulers (Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11–12). Human rejection does 
not determine the place of the Son in God’s house. The builders 
may refuse Him; God makes Him the indispensable stone.

Psalm 24’s call for the gates to receive the King of glory has long 
nourished Christian meditation on His heavenly triumph. That is 
a fitting correspondence in the light of His ascension, though the 
New Testament does not tie those gates to an ascension scene. 
Paul does apply another psalm directly to the ascension: “When 
he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men” (Ephesians 4:8; Psalm 68:18).

The Shepherd and the song of His people
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want” (Psalm 23:1). Jesus 
reveals Himself as the good Shepherd who gives His life for the 
sheep; Hebrews calls Him the great Shepherd brought again 
from the dead (John 10:11; Hebrews 13:20). The care sung by 
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David is known personally in the Son. His leading includes green 
pastures and dark valleys. The presence of the valley is not 
evidence of His absence.

The psalm teaches us to receive provision without demanding 
control of the route. The Shepherd restores, guides, protects, 
and receives His people, and even the table is prepared in the 
presence of enemies. Fellowship and opposition may coexist, so 
we do not need every enemy removed before we can enjoy His 
care.

Psalm 45 addresses the royal throne in words Hebrews applies 
to the Son: “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever” (Psalm 
45:6; Hebrews 1:8). The Psalter’s kingship thus reaches beyond 
the failures of earthly rulers. Its final calls to praise anticipate 
the universal worship shown around God and the Lamb (Psalm 
150:6; Revelation 5:13). Lament will not have the last word.

As we pray the Psalms, we should also respect the difference 
between His sinlessness and our need for repentance. David’s 
confession in Psalm 51 is ours to learn from; it is not a 
confession of personal sin by Jesus. Christ fulfills the Scriptures 
without becoming guilty of the sins confessed within them. He is 
the Saviour to whom penitent singers come.

T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Can I bring sorrow to the Lord without surrendering confidence 
in His reign? Am I following the Shepherd through the valley, or 
assuming His faithfulness requires another route? Let the 
Psalms give truthful words to your grief and lead your grief 
toward trust. The crucified and risen King is worthy of your 
song.
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C H A P T E R  5

Christ in the Wisdom Books
Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.

Colossians 2:3

The wisdom books teach us to listen where formulas fail. Job 
suffers without understanding why. Proverbs trains us in the 
fear of the Lord and the conduct of ordinary life. Ecclesiastes 
exposes the limits of human achievement. The Song of Solomon 
celebrates the delight and fidelity of love. Their witness reaches 
Christ through different paths, and we should not flatten those 
paths into one method.

Job: the need for a living Redeemer
Job’s friends possess explanations that do not fit the sufferer 
before them. They assume a connection between his calamities 
and hidden wickedness, and their insistence deepens his 
distress. The book warns us that sound-seeming principles can 
become cruel when applied without truthfulness, humility, and 
compassion. A Christ-centered counselor must learn to hear 
before presuming to explain.

Job longs for a daysman who could stand between him and God 
(Job 9:32–33). He cries for one to plead for a man with God (Job 
16:21). Later he confesses, “For I know that my redeemer liveth” 
(Job 19:25). These words do not give us a complete New 
Testament doctrine of the cross and resurrection. They give 
voice to a need and hope whose fullest answer we know in the 
Mediator, Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:5). The Hebrew word for 
redeemer is the word used of the kinsman-redeemer in Israel’s 
law, and Hebrews says that the Son took part of flesh and blood 
so that He might become our merciful and faithful high priest 
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(Hebrews 2:14–17). The Redeemer Job needed is a Kinsman who 
has shared our nature.

Job 19:25–27 looks beyond the ruin of his body toward 
vindication and seeing God. Christian readers rightly hear that 
hope in the light of the risen Saviour and the promised 
resurrection, while recognizing that Job speaks from within his 
own anguish. We need not pretend that he possessed every 
detail later made plain by the gospel.

Elihu’s language of a messenger and a ransom adds another 
striking witness: “If there be a messenger with him, an 
interpreter, one among a thousand… Deliver him from going 
down to the pit: I have found a ransom” (Job 33:23–24). The 
passage concerns God’s merciful dealings with a chastened 
person. It is not explicitly identified by an apostle as a direct 
messianic prediction. Yet alongside the Lord’s declaration that 
He gives His life a ransom for many, its language becomes a 
fruitful point of meditation (Mark 10:45).

Job’s suffering can also remind us of the rejected righteous One, 
but Job is not a sinless redeemer and his afflictions do not atone 
for anyone. His eventual humbling before God matters to the 
book. The lasting lesson is not that we will master every 
explanation, but that the living God can be trusted when our 
explanations fail. James points to the same conclusion when he 
reminds us of the patience of Job and says that we have seen 
“the end of the Lord,” that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy (James 5:11). In Christ we have an Advocate who 
understands our weakness without sharing our sin (Hebrews 
4:15–16).

Proverbs: wisdom that becomes a walk
Proverbs begins with the fear of the Lord, not confidence in our 
own insight (Proverbs 1:7). Its wisdom enters speech, money, 
work, friendship, discipline, and the use of power. To speak of 
Christ as our wisdom while ignoring these ordinary 
responsibilities would contradict the very wisdom we claim to 
honor.
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Paul calls Christ the wisdom of God and says that He is made 
unto us wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:24; 1:30). The crucified Lord 
exposes the pride of human wisdom and establishes our 
dependence upon God. We therefore read Proverbs as people 
learning from Him, seeking the character His Spirit forms: 
truthfulness, diligence, patience, generosity, and restraint.

The Lord Himself places His teaching above that of Solomon, the 
king to whom much of Proverbs is attributed (Proverbs 1:1). The 
queen of the south came from the uttermost parts of the earth to 
hear Solomon’s wisdom, and Jesus tells His hearers that she will 
rise in the judgment and condemn that generation: “and, behold, 
a greater than Solomon is here” (Matthew 12:42). This is the 
Lord’s own identification, and it changes how we hear the 
wisdom books. Wisdom is not only a body of sayings to be 
mastered; in Christ, wisdom has stood among men in person, 
and refusing Him is graver than refusing Solomon.

Proverbs 8 personifies wisdom as calling to humanity and 
speaking of her place in relation to God’s works. Christians have 
often heard resonances of the eternal Son in that description. 
The correspondence must be handled carefully. The chapter’s 
poetic personification is not a literal biography of Jesus and must 
not be used to suggest that the Son was created. The KJV’s own 
rendering guards the point: “The LORD possessed me in the 
beginning of his way, before his works of old” (Proverbs 8:22). 
The apostolic testimony to the Son’s eternal deity rests on other 
texts: John declares that the Word was with God, was God, and 
that all things were made by Him (John 1:1–3).

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5) remains a direct summons to 
faith. It need not be turned into a prediction in order to speak to 
the Christian. In Christ we know more fully the Lord whom we 
are commanded to trust; through His Spirit we learn to 
acknowledge Him in the decisions that shape our days.



T H E  O V E R C O M E R  P R E S S 31

Ecclesiastes: receiving gifts without making them 
gods
Ecclesiastes tests human toil, pleasure, wisdom, and reputation 
against the realities of time and death. Its recurring language of 
vanity exposes what cannot finally be secured or controlled. 
Even wisdom cannot prevent the wise from dying, and no 
accumulation of experience can make a creature sovereign over 
life.

Paul does not cite Ecclesiastes, and we should not say that he 
comments on it. But his words about creation share its theme 
and give it a gospel horizon: the creature was made subject to 
vanity, “not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected 
the same in hope” (Romans 8:20–21). Vanity is real, but it is not 
the last word, because it was imposed in hope of deliverance.

Yet the book does not say that every created good is worthless. 
It repeatedly commends receiving food, labor, and ordinary 
enjoyment as gifts of God (Ecclesiastes 2:24; 3:12–13). Paul says 
the same of the living God, who “giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). The error lies in asking those gifts to 
supply the permanence and meaning that belong to their Giver. 
Gratitude receives; idolatry demands that a gift become a 
saviour.

The conclusion summons us to fear God and keep His 
commandments, remembering His judgment (Ecclesiastes 12:13
–14). The gospel does not cancel that seriousness: it is 
“appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment,” 
and Christ “was once offered to bear the sins of many” (Hebrews 
9:27–28). Paul ends his great resurrection chapter by assuring 
believers that their labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 
15:58). Resurrection answers the finality that death appears to 
impose upon our work.

We are therefore free to serve faithfully without pretending that 
we can preserve every earthly result. Christ gives a lasting 
horizon to ordinary obedience, and He frees us to enjoy God’s 
gifts with open hands.
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The Song: love received and returned
The Song of Solomon should first be heard as poetry celebrating 
human love, desire, delight, and faithfulness. Its language is not 
embarrassing material that must be dissolved into allegory 
before it can belong in Scripture. God created embodied love, 
and its goodness deserves reverent recognition.

Within the whole Bible, marriage also becomes a profound 
witness to covenant relationship. Ephesians 5:25–32 identifies 
Christ’s love for the Church as the great mystery to which 
marriage points, and Paul tells the Corinthians that he has 
espoused them to one husband, that he may present them as a 
chaste virgin to Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2). John the Baptist 
calls himself the friend of the bridegroom, who rejoices greatly 
because of the bridegroom’s voice (John 3:29). That apostolic 
foundation permits a Christian reading of the Song’s love and 
belonging in relation to our heavenly Bridegroom. It does not 
authorize assigning a spiritual code to every bodily image or 
landscape detail.

“I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine” (Song of Solomon 
6:3) gives fitting language for the security and glad response of 
belonging to Christ. His love does not merely admire His people 
from a distance. He gave Himself for the Church to sanctify and 
cleanse it, and to present it to Himself in holiness (Ephesians 
5:25–27). The comfort of being loved and the call to be made 
ready belong together.

The wisdom books thus bring their different burdens into the 
light of Christ: suffering that needs a Redeemer, conduct that 
needs true wisdom, mortality that needs resurrection, and love 
that finds its highest covenant expression in the Bridegroom and 
His people. We gain depth by allowing each book to speak in its 
own voice.
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T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Am I using explanations to avoid the patience of love? Does my 
claimed wisdom appear in my speech and conduct? Can I 
receive earthly gifts thankfully while resting my final hope in 
Christ? Let your prayer reach both the deep sorrow you cannot 
explain and the ordinary responsibility you already understand.
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C H A P T E R  6

From Shadows to Substance: The 
Spirit Bears Witness

The opened Scriptures and the apostolic testimony

He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall  
shew it unto you.

John 16:14

Jesus opened the Scriptures that were already written. The 
disciples did not carry a completed New Testament on the road 
to Emmaus. They needed to understand the witness of Moses 
and the prophets in the light of the Christ who stood before 
them. Later, the Spirit would equip His appointed witnesses to 
proclaim and record the significance of His coming.

The movement from Old Testament to New Testament is 
therefore both continuity and advance: the God who promised 
has acted, the Son who was anticipated has come in the flesh, 
the saving work has been accomplished in history, and the Spirit 
has been poured out. The apostolic writings confirm the earlier 
testimony while disclosing realities that were not previously 
made known with the same fullness (Ephesians 3:4–6). Hebrews 
says it in one sentence: the God who spoke by the prophets has 
in these last days spoken by His Son (Hebrews 1:1–2). The Lord 
who opened the disciples’ understanding (Luke 24:45) was 
beginning a work the Spirit would carry forward.

The shadow serves the substance
Paul describes certain observances as a shadow of things to 
come, while the body is of Christ (Colossians 2:16–17). Hebrews 
speaks of the law having a shadow of good things to come and 
contrasts repeated sacrifices with the sufficient offering of the 
Son (Hebrews 10:1–14). A shadow is not false; it owes its shape 
and significance to the reality it anticipates.
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That means we neither despise the shadow nor remain under it 
as though the substance had not arrived. The sacrificial 
instructions continue to teach us because Christ fulfills their 
witness. They do not continue as a required system for obtaining 
access to God. To reinstate that system as spiritually necessary 
would obscure the sufficiency it was intended to announce.

The same principle protects us from treating fulfillment as the 
evaporation of reality. A spiritual temple is not an imaginary 
temple. It is the living people in whom God dwells by His Spirit. 
A heavenly inheritance is not less substantial because it cannot 
be measured by an earthly survey. The New Testament’s 
realities are grounded in the incarnate, crucified, and bodily 
risen Lord. The temple, the priesthood, and the inheritance are 
examined at greater length in The Elephant in the Room and 
Flesh and Spirit.

The Spirit glorifies the Son
In John 14:26 Jesus promises the apostles that the Holy Ghost 
will teach them and bring His words to their remembrance. In 
John 16:13–15 He promises guidance into truth and declares 
that the Spirit will glorify Him. These promises have a 
foundational relation to the apostolic witness. Our illumination 
today does not make our impressions equal in authority to their 
inspired testimony.

The Spirit enables us to receive and understand that testimony. 
He does not lead us beyond Christ into a superior gospel or give 
us permission to contradict the Scriptures. A supposed 
revelation that diminishes the Son, excuses disobedience, or 
breeds contempt for His people betrays the character of the 
Spirit’s work.

Paul’s contrast between letter and Spirit must likewise be read 
in its covenant setting (2 Corinthians 3:6–18). It does not mean 
that careful attention to written words kills spiritual life. Paul 
himself writes words to teach the distinction. The old covenant’s 
ministry exposes condemnation; the new covenant’s ministry 
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brings life and transformation through the Lord. As we behold 
His glory, we are changed by the Spirit.

One testimony, a living response
The Gospels announce the Son’s coming and saving work. Acts 
shows the exalted Lord gathering His people through the Spirit 
and the preached Word. The Epistles unfold the meaning of His 
work and the life of those joined to Him. Revelation sets before 
suffering churches the sovereign Lord, the victorious Lamb, and 
the hope of His coming.

These are not detachable subjects. The Christ we confess must 
be the Christ of the apostolic witness, the Spirit who indwells us 
is the Spirit of that same Christ, and the future we await is the 
completion of His saving purpose. We read the whole testimony 
so that our faith becomes both firmly rooted and richly 
nourished.

T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Am I treating something God gave as a shadow as though it 
were still the substance of my relationship with Him? Does my 
claim to spiritual understanding remain teachable before the 
written Word? Ask the Holy Ghost to glorify Christ in your 
understanding and to make that understanding fruitful in a 
changed life.
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C H A P T E R  7

The Gospels: Christ Revealed
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John

For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ.

John 1:17

The Gospels bring us to the Person toward whom the earlier 
Scriptures directed our hope. Here we hear His voice, watch His 
works, witness His sufferings, and receive the testimony of His 
resurrection. The promises do not meet their fulfillment in an 
abstract principle. They meet Him in flesh and blood, moving 
among the people He came to save.

The familiar descriptions of Matthew’s King, Mark’s Servant, 
Luke’s Son of man, and John’s Son of God can help us notice 
emphases. They are not exclusive compartments. All four 
Gospels testify to the same Lord, and each presents more than 
one aspect of His glory, so we must not let a useful outline 
become a limit on what we hear.

Matthew: the promised King and His obedient people
Matthew begins with Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham (Matthew 1:1). The genealogy places Him within the 
history of kingdom and promise. His birth fulfills the Immanuel 
testimony; His ministry announces the kingdom of heaven; and 
His teaching declares that He came to fulfill the law and the 
prophets (Matthew 1:22–23; 4:17; 5:17).

Fulfillment does not lower the demand for righteousness. The 
Sermon on the Mount reaches beneath outward compliance to 
anger, lust, truthfulness, mercy, love, and secret devotion before 
the Father, and the King claims the heart. Those who hear His 
sayings are called to do them, building upon a foundation that 
will withstand the storm (Matthew 7:24–27).
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Matthew also records the Lord’s two great comparisons, which 
gather the prophets and the wise men of Israel into one 
testimony. Jonas is the sign of the Son of man’s three days in the 
earth, and Solomon is the lesser beside the greater: “a greater 
than Jonas is here” and “a greater than Solomon is here” 
(Matthew 12:39–42). Those who were sent before Him were 
witnesses who pointed beyond themselves.

The King’s road leads to Jerusalem and the cross. Matthew then 
closes with the risen Lord possessing all authority and 
commissioning disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18–20). 
Abraham’s blessing and David’s kingship open outward under 
His authority. The command includes teaching obedience, and 
the promise includes His abiding presence. His reign is known in 
a people who learn to observe what He has commanded.

Mark: the authority of the serving Lord
Mark’s account moves with urgency, showing Jesus confronting 
uncleanness, sickness, spiritual oppression, and unbelief. Yet His 
mighty works do not permit the disciples to understand glory 
apart from the cross. When Peter confesses Him as Christ, Jesus 
begins teaching that the Son of man must suffer, be rejected, be 
killed, and rise again (Mark 8:27–31).

The disciples’ desire for greatness reveals how easily we admire 
power while resisting its divine character. Jesus answers that 
the Son of man came to minister and give His life a ransom for 
many (Mark 10:35–45). His service is not a temporary disguise 
concealing the real meaning of lordship; His self-giving reveals 
how He uses His authority.

The lesson searches Christian leadership. Gifts and 
responsibilities do not authorize self-exaltation. The Lord who 
redeems through His sacrifice calls His servants to take up the 
cross and follow Him. Our service does not repeat His 
atonement, but it must bear the character of His love.
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Luke: mercy on the way to Jerusalem
Luke emphasizes the Spirit’s work, the Lord’s compassion, 
prayer, and the reach of salvation to those others overlook. In 
Nazareth Jesus reads Isaiah’s promise of good tidings, liberty, 
and the acceptable year of the Lord, then declares its fulfillment 
in their hearing (Luke 4:16–21). The promised visitation has 
arrived in Him.

His mercy reaches sinners without leaving sin unnamed. 
Zacchaeus receives Him joyfully, and that encounter produces 
concrete repentance concerning possessions and restitution. 
Jesus declares that the Son of man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost (Luke 19:1–10). Grace enters a house and 
changes the way life is conducted there.

Luke’s journey to Jerusalem culminates in suffering, 
resurrection, and the opened Scriptures. The risen Lord then 
commissions repentance and remission of sins to be preached in 
His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:46
–49). Emmaus belongs within that larger movement. Opened 
understanding prepares witnesses who will depend upon power 
from on high.

John: the eternal Word gives life
John begins before Bethlehem: the Word was in the beginning, 
was with God, and was God (John 1:1). The One made flesh is not 
a created intermediary raised to divine status; He is the eternal 
Son through whom all things were made. His true humanity 
reveals rather than diminishes the wonder of His coming.

The signs disclose His glory and summon faith. Bread, light, 
shepherding, resurrection, the way to the Father, and the vine’s 
life find their center in Him (John 6:35; 8:12; 10:11; 11:25; 14:6; 
15:1). These declarations are not merely comforting 
descriptions; they confront our attempts to obtain life 
independently of Him.

At the cross He declares, “It is finished” (John 19:30). In 
resurrection He stands among His disciples with the wounds of 
His sacrifice. John’s purpose is that we might believe that Jesus 
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is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing we might have 
life through His name (John 20:30–31). Accurate confession and 
living faith belong together.

The One to whom we must come
The Gospels will not allow us to keep an admired Jesus at a safe 
distance. He forgives and commands, welcomes and searches, 
comforts and corrects. He calls sinners to Himself and disciples 
to follow Him. To read with Christ at the center is to hear that 
summons personally.

We should therefore linger over His words rather than hurrying 
through them to reach a theological conclusion. How does He 
receive the weak? What does He expose in the religiously 
confident? What does He promise the obedient? The Lord who 
fulfills Scripture also teaches us the shape of life under His rule.

T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Am I willing to receive both His mercy and His authority? Does 
my idea of spiritual greatness resemble the Lord who served? 
Read one encounter in the Gospels slowly and ask what His 
words require of you. Let admiration become trust, and trust 
become obedience.
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C H A P T E R  8

Acts: Christ in His Body, the 
Church

What Jesus continued to do and teach

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is  
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me…

Acts 1:8

Luke’s opening reference to what Jesus began both to do and 
teach connects Acts to his Gospel (Acts 1:1). The ascended Lord 
continues His work through the Holy Ghost and His appointed 
witnesses. The story is therefore more than a record of energetic 
religious pioneers; it is the advance of the word of the risen 
King.

We must speak of this continuity carefully. The Church is His 
body, but it does not replace His personal identity or extend the 
incarnation as though believers had become divine. Jesus 
remains the risen, exalted Lord. By His Spirit He dwells in and 
works through His people, who remain dependent servants of 
their Head.

Ascension, promise, and Pentecost
The ascension does not mean that Jesus has ceased to care for 
the earth. It declares His heavenly exaltation and sets His people 
within a mission sustained by His authority. The disciples are 
promised power to bear witness from Jerusalem to the uttermost 
part of the earth. They are also assured that this same Jesus will 
come again (Acts 1:8–11).

At Pentecost Peter explains the gift of the Spirit through Joel’s 
prophecy and the resurrection and exaltation of Christ. The 
exalted Jesus has received the Father’s promise and poured out 
what the people see and hear (Acts 2:16–36). The Spirit’s 
presence is evidence that the crucified Lord lives and reigns. 



42 A L L  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S  C O N C E R N I N G  H I M S E L F

Pentecost belongs to the gospel’s fulfillment, not to a religious 
achievement independent of Christ.

Peter’s hearers are called to repent, and the gathered believers 
continue in the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread, 
and prayers (Acts 2:38–42). The power of the Spirit produces a 
community ordered around truth, worship, generosity, and 
shared life. Spiritual vitality must be recognized in this fruit as 
well as in striking events.

The apostles preach what Moses and the prophets 
said
The book of Acts shows the apostles doing exactly what Luke 24 
describes the Lord doing. Peter tells the people that those things 
“which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, 
that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled” (Acts 3:18). At 
Thessalonica Paul, as his manner was, reasoned with the Jews 
three sabbath days out of the Scriptures, “Opening and alleging, 
that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the 
dead” (Acts 17:2–3). The Bereans are called more noble because 
they received the word with readiness of mind and searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether those things were so (Acts 17:11), and 
Apollos mightily convinces the Jews, “shewing by the scriptures 
that Jesus was Christ” (Acts 18:28).

Standing before King Agrippa, Paul describes his message in 
terms that echo the road to Emmaus. He says that he continues 
“saying none other things than those which the prophets and 
Moses did say should come”: that Christ should suffer, that He 
should be the first to rise from the dead, and that He should 
shew light unto the people and to the Gentiles (Acts 26:22–23). 
In Rome he expounds and testifies the kingdom of God, 
“persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of 
Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening” (Acts 
28:23).

Luke, who recorded the Emmaus road, records the same method 
in the apostle’s closing portrait: the Scriptures opened, and 
Jesus preached from them. The Lord’s teaching on the road did 
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not remain a private memory. It became the pattern of apostolic 
preaching from Jerusalem to Rome, and it remains the pattern 
by which the Church reads the Old Testament today.

A holy people under a living Head
The healing in Acts 3 is performed in the name of Jesus, and 
Peter immediately denies that it came through the apostles’ own 
power or holiness (Acts 3:12–16). The servants point away from 
themselves, and the One who acts through them receives the 
glory; any ministry that makes its human instrument 
indispensable has departed from that pattern.

Acts also records judgment, conflict, suffering, and the need for 
wise order. The deceit of Ananias and Sapphira is exposed, a 
neglected group of widows requires practical attention, and 
Stephen bears witness and is killed (Acts 5–7). The Spirit-filled 
Church is not a community in which every difficulty has 
vanished; it is a people called to truthfulness, service, and 
faithfulness amid real pressures.

When Saul persecutes the disciples, the Lord asks why he 
persecutes Him (Acts 9:4–5). Christ identifies Himself with His 
people so closely that hostility toward them reaches Him. That 
union gives comfort to the afflicted and solemn weight to the 
way believers treat one another. The person we dismiss or 
wound may be a member of the body our Lord cherishes.

The nations received through the same grace
The movement to Samaria and the Gentiles demonstrates that 
the gospel is not the possession of one ethnic circle. In 
Cornelius’s house, the Spirit falls upon those hearing the word, 
and Peter recognizes God’s action (Acts 10:34–48). At Jerusalem 
he later insists that Jews and Gentiles are saved through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 15:7–11).

The unity is not achieved by making Gentiles become Jews under 
the law. Nor does it create a separate Saviour for each people. 
God purifies hearts by faith and gathers believers in the same 
grace. Paul’s commission includes Gentiles, kings, and the 



44 A L L  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S  C O N C E R N I N G  H I M S E L F

children of Israel (Acts 9:15). The Lord’s purpose is wider than 
the divisions we are tempted to impose upon His servants.

Witness that continues
Acts ends with Paul proclaiming the kingdom of God and 
teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ while 
under restraint (Acts 28:30–31). The messenger’s circumstances 
do not imprison the message, and the ending leaves us looking 
outward toward the continuing spread of the word.

We sometimes say that “Acts is not closed.” The intended 
encouragement is sound: Christ still works through His people. 
But the inspired book is complete, and our experiences do not 
add chapters of equal authority to Scripture. We continue the 
mission under the apostolic testimony already given. The same 
Lord supplies grace for the faithfulness required in our own day.

T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Does my understanding of spiritual power include holiness, 
generosity, patience, and truthful witness? Am I serving as a 
member under the Head, or seeking a ministry centered upon 
myself? Ask the Lord to make your place in His body useful to 
others and faithful to His name.
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C H A P T E R  9

The Epistles: Christ in His People
From Romans to Jude

…Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Colossians 1:27

The Epistles unfold what the saving events mean for those who 
belong to Christ. They address actual congregations and people, 
answering error, correcting disorder, consoling sufferers, and 
training believers in holiness. Their theology is neither a 
detached system nor optional background information. It 
explains whose we are and how we are to live.

The indwelling Christ does not become a private possession that 
isolates us from His Church. The “you” of Colossians 1:27 
belongs to a corporate setting: the mystery is made known 
among the Gentiles, and Christ dwells in His people. Paul labors 
to present every person mature in Him (Colossians 1:28–29). 
Union with Christ is personal, but never merely private.

The Epistles also keep reading the Old Testament as testimony 
to Christ. Paul says that the mystery long kept secret is now 
made manifest, “and by the scriptures of the prophets… made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith” (Romans 16:25–
26). He says that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision 
for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the 
fathers (Romans 15:8), and that whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning (Romans 15:4). The 
apostles did not leave the older Scriptures behind when they 
wrote to the churches; they carried them forward as the 
foundation of the Church’s hope.

Our righteousness and our life
Romans announces justification through faith and peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1). The believer’s 
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standing does not rest upon an improved record offered as a 
competing righteousness. Christ is made unto us righteousness, 
and Paul desires to be found in Him with the righteousness 
which is of God by faith (1 Corinthians 1:30; Philippians 3:9). It 
is the righteousness the prophet foretold in the name of the 
righteous Branch, “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” 
(Jeremiah 23:5–6).

That gift is not a doorway we leave behind after becoming 
mature. It remains the ground of our approach to God. Yet the 
same grace unites us to the Lord in His death and resurrection. 
Romans 6 refuses the suggestion that continued sin is an 
acceptable response to abundant grace. We are called to reckon 
ourselves dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God through Jesus 
Christ, yielding our members to righteousness (Romans 6:11–
13).

Galatians 2:20 gives this life its personal expression: Christ lives 
in Paul, and Paul’s life in the flesh is lived by faith in the Son of 
God who loved him and gave Himself for him. The apostle has 
not ceased to think, choose, work, or suffer. His life now has a 
new center and dependence. Union does not erase personhood; 
it redeems and reorders it.

The Spirit forms obedience
Romans 8 joins freedom from condemnation in Christ with the 
Spirit’s work in those who walk after the Spirit. Believers are 
called to mortify the deeds of the body through the Spirit, and 
those led by the Spirit are the sons of God (Romans 8:1–14). 
Sonship includes assurance and a changed direction of life. The 
Spirit of adoption teaches us to cry to the Father and to put 
away what contradicts His household.

This is why dependence upon Christ must never be mistaken for 
inactivity. We cannot produce spiritual life from the flesh, but 
grace does not make us passive. Paul labors according to God’s 
working in him (Colossians 1:29). Believers work out their 
salvation because God works in them both to will and to do of 



T H E  O V E R C O M E R  P R E S S 47

His good pleasure (Philippians 2:12–13). Dependent obedience is 
the fruit of divine life.

The fruit of the Spirit provides a concrete measure: love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance (Galatians 5:22–23). Claims of revelation or spiritual 
authority cannot excuse the absence of this character. The 
indwelling Christ is not an ornament added to an unchanged 
self-will.

One body under one Head
Ephesians declares Christ head over all things to the Church, 
which is His body (Ephesians 1:22–23). Jew and Gentile are 
reconciled to God in one body by the cross, and become a 
habitation of God through the Spirit (Ephesians 2:14–22). The 
Church’s unity begins in what He has done, not in our success at 
organizing compatible people.

Ephesians 4 then calls us to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace and to grow together under the Head. Every 
member has a place in the body’s edification. Truth must be 
spoken in love, and growth is measured in relation to Christ 
(Ephesians 4:1–16). A supposedly superior spirituality that 
despises ordinary members contradicts the body it claims to 
understand.

The practical commands that follow are therefore part of the 
revelation of Christ in His people: put away lying, refuse corrupt 
speech, forgive, walk in love, and order the household under the 
Lord. Theological depth should make us more truthful and more 
patient at home. If it only makes us more skilled at winning 
arguments, something vital has been neglected.

The Priest who brings us near
Hebrews explains the fulfillment of sacrifice, priesthood, 
covenant, and sanctuary with sustained care. Christ has entered 
God’s presence for us, offered Himself once, and opened a new 
and living way (Hebrews 9:24–28; 10:19–22). The appropriate 
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response is confident approach, a steadfast confession, mutual 
encouragement, and endurance.

Its warnings belong to that same pastoral purpose. We must not 
treat the blood of the covenant lightly or turn away from the One 
who speaks (Hebrews 10:26–31; 12:25). Assurance is not 
permission to become careless. The sufficient Priest calls His 
people to hold fast and draw near.

Faith made visible and hope kept alive
James insists that a profession of faith without works is dead 
(James 2:14–26). John tests claims to know God by obedience 
and love of the brethren (1 John 2:3–6; 3:14–18). These letters do 
not offer a second salvation earned by merit. They expose the 
emptiness of words where the life professed produces no 
corresponding fruit.

Peter addresses sufferers with the hope of an incorruptible 
inheritance and the call to holiness (1 Peter 1:3–16). Jude urges 
believers to build themselves up in the faith, pray in the Holy 
Ghost, and keep themselves in the love of God while looking for 
the mercy of Jesus Christ (Jude 20–21). Perseverance is active 
dependence upon the One able to keep us from falling (Jude 24).

The Epistles also keep the future before us. Christ will appear, 
the dead will be raised, and His people will be manifested with 
Him in glory (Colossians 3:4; 1 Corinthians 15:20–23). Believers 
will stand before His judgment seat (2 Corinthians 5:10). Our 
hope is secure in Him, yet our conduct matters. The prospect of 
His appearing purifies, steadies, and encourages a faithful life 
today.

T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Is my confidence grounded in Christ’s righteousness? Is that 
confidence producing Spirit-enabled obedience and love for His 
people? Where does my confession need to become visible in an 
action, a conversation, or a restored relationship? Bring that 
particular matter to the Lord who is both your righteousness 
and your life.
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C H A P T E R  1 0

Revelation: Christ in His Glory
The unveiling of Jesus Christ

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, 
to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come 

to pass…
Revelation 1:1

Revelation opens as a disclosure given through Jesus Christ to 
His servants, and its visions repeatedly bring His person and 
victory before us. The book addresses seven actual churches, 
summoning them to hear, repent, endure, and overcome. We 
should therefore resist reading it as though it were written only 
to satisfy the curiosity of a later generation. Its first hearers 
needed its truth in their own trials.

That original setting does not exhaust its reach. The book carries 
the Church’s hope toward the final judgment, the destruction of 
death, and the new heaven and new earth. Its symbols draw 
deeply from the earlier Scriptures. The best preparation for 
reading it is familiarity with those Scriptures and allegiance to 
the Lamb whom it reveals.

An angel gives the book’s own key to its purpose: “the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (Revelation 19:10). The 
sentence could serve as a summary of this whole study. 
Prophecy, from Moses to the last vision, exists to bear witness to 
Jesus, and the book that closes the canon says so in its own 
voice.

The Lord among the churches
John sees the living Lord in the midst of the candlesticks, which 
the vision identifies as the churches (Revelation 1:12–20). He 
holds the stars, identified as their angels or messengers. We 
should retain that wording rather than silently treating the 
symbol as a settled identification of a particular church office. 
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The central assurance is clear: the churches stand under His 
searching care and authority.

His messages contain both comfort and rebuke. He knows their 
labor, poverty, endurance, compromise, and love. A correct 
public reputation cannot conceal a cold heart, and material 
prosperity cannot conceal spiritual need (Revelation 2:1–7; 3:14–
22). The glorious Christ is not absent from the ordinary 
condition of His people. He walks among them and speaks to 
what is actually there.

The call to overcome therefore begins with hearing Him. It may 
require repentance, resistance to false teaching, patient 
endurance, or renewed love. It cannot be reduced to confidence 
that our favored interpretation will prevail. The overcomer 
belongs to the Lord and refuses to surrender faithfulness to Him.

Each of the seven letters closes with a promise to the one who 
overcomes, and the promises climb toward the throne: to eat of 
the tree of life (Revelation 2:7), to be unharmed by the second 
death (Revelation 2:11), to be clothed in white raiment 
(Revelation 3:5), and at last to sit with Christ in His throne, even 
as He also overcame and is set down with His Father in His 
throne (Revelation 3:21). The Lord does not ask His people to 
overcome by a strength He has not shown. On the night before 
His death He said, “be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33), and John adds that whatsoever is born of 
God overcometh the world, and that this is the victory, even our 
faith (1 John 5:4–5). The final promise gathers them all: “He that 
overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he 
shall be my son” (Revelation 21:7).

The promises must be read with the Lamb in view. The One who 
says “I have overcome” is the One who was slain, and He 
overcame by faithful obedience unto death. To overcome, in the 
language of Revelation, is to share His faithfulness, not to match 
the world’s methods of conquest.
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The Lamb in the midst of the throne
In Revelation 5 John hears of the Lion who has prevailed, then 
sees a Lamb as it had been slain. The vision joins royal victory to 
sacrificial death. Heaven does not move beyond the cross as 
though it were an unfortunate preliminary to real glory. The 
worthiness of the Lamb is proclaimed in relation to the 
redemption accomplished by His blood (Revelation 5:5–10).

Here our ideas of triumph are corrected. The Lamb’s victory 
gives courage, but it does not authorize the Church to adopt the 
arrogance and violence of the beast. Revelation 12:11 describes 
victory through the blood of the Lamb, the word of testimony, 
and a love that does not cling to life at the expense of fidelity. 
Some conquer by remaining faithful even unto death.

This is no defeatist vision, for the throne belongs to God and the 
Lamb will prevail, but the character of our witness must agree 
with the character of our Lord. We overcome through allegiance 
to Him, not through the magnification of ourselves.

Judgment, reign, and the last enemy
The Rider called Faithful and True judges in righteousness, and 
His name is the Word of God (Revelation 19:11–16). The world’s 
rebellion is neither ignored nor permitted to continue forever. 
Divine patience is not indifference, and evil will answer to the 
Lord whose authority it has resisted.

Faithful Christians differ over the chronology of some visions. 
This book does not attempt to settle every question surrounding 
Revelation 20. Its central confession is that Christ reigns now, 
will return visibly, will raise the dead, and will bring judgment 
and salvation to their appointed completion. Revelation 20:11–15 
depicts the final judgment and the destruction of death and hell. 
The enemy still experienced in the present will not survive into 
the promised consummation.

Paul’s words help us keep the order clear: He must reign until 
all enemies are put under His feet, and the last enemy destroyed 
is death (1 Corinthians 15:25–26). Death’s continued activity 
does not mean the throne is empty. Its final destruction will 
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reveal the completeness of the victory already secured by the 
risen Lord.

The Bride and the dwelling of God
Revelation’s marriage imagery brings covenant love toward its 
consummation (Revelation 19:7–9). The Church already belongs 
to Christ; the marriage vision does not imply that union begins 
only at the end. It reveals the glorious completion and public 
celebration of the relationship for which He gave Himself.

The bride is also shown as the holy city, the new Jerusalem 
(Revelation 21:2, 9–10). Scripture gathers its themes of covenant 
people, dwelling, holiness, and glory into a vision centered upon 
God and the Lamb. John sees no temple in the city, for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple (Revelation 21:22). 
The purpose of the sanctuary is fulfilled in unbroken divine 
presence.

The river of life and the tree of life recall the beginning of 
Scripture, while the absence of the curse declares that the ruin 
of Genesis has been overcome (Revelation 22:1–5). The story 
does not close with souls escaping God’s creation forever. It 
closes with new creation, the presence of God, and His servants 
seeing His face. Tears, death, sorrow, and pain pass away 
(Revelation 21:1–4). Near the end the Lord names Himself once 
more as “the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and 
morning star” (Revelation 22:16), the King of whom Moses, the 
prophets, and the Psalms spoke.

The Lamb is the light of the city. What began as promise and 
proceeded through suffering reaches everlasting glory in Him. 
We await that day with longing, and we live now as those whose 
allegiance has already been settled.
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T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
Am I hearing what Christ says to His churches, including His 
corrections? Does my idea of victory bear the character of the 
Lamb? Let the promised end steady your faithfulness today. You 
do not need to solve every prophetic question before you can 
obey the Lord who says, “be thou faithful unto death” 
(Revelation 2:10).
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E P I L O G U E

Hearts Burning, Eyes Opened
The road that leads us to the living Christ

And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn 
within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while  

he opened to us the scriptures?
Luke 24:32

The disciples’ question returns us to the purpose of this journey. 
They had heard the Scriptures opened by the One of whom the 
Scriptures spoke, and the cross no longer stood outside God’s 
promise as an inexplicable catastrophe; it belonged to the saving 
path through which the Christ entered His glory. Their hope had 
been recovered because their understanding had been brought 
under His Word.

We have followed representative lines of that testimony. Moses 
gives us promise, deliverance, sacrifice, priesthood, and the 
dwelling of God, while the prophets announce the King, the 
suffering Servant, the new covenant, and the gift of the Spirit. 
The Psalms carry lament into praise and bear witness to 
resurrection and the occupied throne, and the wisdom books 
teach us to bring suffering, conduct, mortality, and love into the 
light of God. The Gospels then set before us the incarnate Son, 
Acts proclaims the exalted Lord gathering His people through 
the Spirit, the Epistles unfold our standing and life in Him, and 
Revelation displays the victorious Lamb and the completion of 
His purpose. The forms of witness differ, but the God who 
speaks is faithful and His saving purpose is one.

A larger understanding, a humbler heart
Seeing this unity should make us grateful, not superior. We have 
not discovered a secret that entitles us to despise believers who 
have not yet followed every connection. The Lord drew near to 



T H E  O V E R C O M E R  P R E S S 55

slow-hearted disciples. We must learn something of His patience 
as well as His clarity.

There will be passages we do not yet understand and questions 
that resist a quick answer. We need not force them into our 
outline. A Christ-centered reading remains teachable, attentive 
to context, and willing to be corrected. The confidence of faith 
rests in the Lord, not in our ability to explain every detail 
without hesitation.

Nor should we mistake a wider understanding for maturity itself. 
It is possible to speak fluently about shadows and substance 
while remaining impatient, proud, or unkind. The Christ 
revealed in the Scriptures calls us to become like Him. If our 
reading has been fruitful, those nearest to us should encounter 
something of His gentleness, truthfulness, and self-giving love.

Return to the Lord Himself
Perhaps you have read these pages with enthusiasm. Perhaps 
you have read them while tired, grieving, or disappointed. The 
invitation is the same. Bring yourself to the Lord who drew near 
on the road. You do not have to manufacture a burning heart 
before you may come. Come with the heart you have, asking Him 
to make you willing to believe and obey His Word.

If your conscience is burdened, look again to His sufficient 
sacrifice. If you have wandered, confess your sin and return. If 
fear has narrowed your hope, remember that the risen Lord 
reigns. If death has entered your household and left a sorrow no 
argument can remove, remember that it is an enemy destined 
for destruction, not the final master of those who belong to Him.

He has not given us the Scriptures merely to keep us occupied 
while we wait for Him. Through them He teaches, corrects, 
comforts, and nourishes His people now. By His Spirit He makes 
the Father’s truth living and fruitful in us. The book is a gift 
because it bears faithful witness to the Son, and the Son brings 
us to the Father.
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May we therefore continue with opened Bibles and yielded 
hearts. May our understanding grow without our love growing 
cold. May the Scriptures lead us again and again to the One who 
loved us and gave Himself for us. And may those who hear our 
witness learn to trust Him, until faith gives way to sight and we 
behold the Lord whose grace met us on the road.

T H E  O V E R C O M E R ’ S  C H E C K P O I N T
What truth from this journey is the Lord asking me to receive 
more fully? What act of obedience should follow? Do not leave 
the question at the level of intention. Bring it into prayer, and 
take the next faithful step in dependence upon Him.
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A F T E R W O R D

Light or Life?
What the Emmaus road asks of us

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye 

will not come to me, that ye might have life.
John 5:39–40

The title of this afterword poses a question, but the answer is 
not that we must choose between understanding and life. The 
light of God’s truth is a gift, and Christ opens our understanding 
because falsehood, confusion, and unbelief matter. The danger is 
stopping at possession of information and refusing the Lord to 
whom that information directs us.

Jesus addressed people who searched the Scriptures yet would 
not come to Him. Their diligence did not cure their resistance. 
We should allow that warning to reach ourselves before applying 
it to others. A correct interpretation can become an object of 
pride, an admired theological system can become a shelter from 
obedience, and even the language of Christ-centeredness can be 
used while the actual claims of Christ are resisted. The Bereans 
show the better way: they searched the Scriptures daily and 
received the word with readiness of mind, and many of them 
believed (Acts 17:11–12).

The remedy is not less attention to Scripture, but a truer 
response to it. We read, believe, repent, and obey. We submit 
our cherished assumptions to the apostolic witness. We receive 
the comfort God actually gives and the correction He actually 
requires, and we allow His Word to address the conversation we 
need to repair, the bitterness we need to relinquish, and the act 
of mercy we have delayed.

As the first chapter noted, the Emmaus account does not tell us 
that two unregenerate men crossed into life at a precisely 
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identifiable point during the meal. It tells us that the risen Lord 
corrected slow-hearted disciples, opened the Scriptures, made 
Himself known, and renewed their witness. That is enough to 
search us deeply. He knows how to meet His people in confusion 
and restore them to believing fellowship.

Nor does the inward work of the Spirit free us to invent 
meanings. He glorifies the Christ whom the Scriptures faithfully 
reveal. The more we depend upon Him, the more willing we 
should become to listen carefully, distinguish certainty from 
inference, and let the text correct us. Spiritual life and truthful 
exposition strengthen one another.

The road ends in recognition, but it does not end in private 
enjoyment: the disciples return to the gathered brethren, and 
their restored understanding becomes shared testimony. Let 
ours do the same. Let the light we receive become faith working 
by love, and let the life we profess bear witness to the Lord who 
is risen indeed.
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A P P E N D I X  A

Following the Witness Faithfully
A pattern for continuing the study

This book has followed selected passages rather than attempting 
to explain every Old Testament book. The same approach can 
guide further study in historical narratives, prophetic visions, 
songs, and wisdom sayings. Its strength lies in giving the biblical 
writers time to speak before drawing conclusions.

Begin with what the passage says
Identify the speaker, the audience, the situation, and the literary 
form. Ask what concern the passage addresses within its own 
book. A lament gives words to distress; a law orders covenant 
life; a narrative records God’s dealings in history. Our Christian 
reading should deepen that understanding rather than replace it 
with a meaning that ignores the words.

Follow the connections Scripture supplies
Look for the passage’s use elsewhere in the Bible, especially in 
the teaching of Jesus and the apostles. Hebrews’ treatment of 
Psalm 110 or Peter’s treatment of Psalm 16 provides explicit 
guidance. Where such guidance exists, let it set the direction 
and boundaries of the exposition.

Then ask the two questions from the beginning of the book. Does 
Jesus or an apostle name this connection, or are we drawing it 
ourselves? And is the text a promise fulfilled, a pattern brought 
to fullness, or a correspondence of theme? Matthew’s use of 
Hosea 11:1 shows Israel’s history recapitulated in the Son. 
Paul’s treatment of Adam in Romans 5 shows correspondence 
and contrast, and Paul himself names it. A devotional 
correspondence, such as Joseph’s rejection and exaltation, may 
be illuminating without carrying the same explicit identification.
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Ask how the passage reaches its goal in Christ
Consider whether the passage concerns kingship, priesthood, 
sacrifice, covenant, sonship, wisdom, dwelling, judgment, or 
restoration. Trace that theme through the Scriptures. Do not 
assume that a connection must depend upon a secret meaning in 
an incidental object. Often the larger covenant movement 
supplies the stronger and more faithful connection.

Remember the direction of fulfillment. Christ brings the types to 
their purpose; their purpose does not require His work to be set 
aside so that the former order can become spiritually necessary 
again. At the same time, distinguish accomplished redemption 
from the future consummation of its results. The risen King 
reigns while His people await the resurrection of their bodies.

Let the truth become a response
Ask what the passage teaches you to believe about God, receive 
in Christ, renounce, or obey. Be specific without becoming 
mechanical. A study of the sufficient sacrifice may call for 
renewed confidence before God. A study of the body may call for 
reconciliation. A study of the Shepherd may call for trust in 
circumstances you cannot change.

For a small group, read the principal passage aloud, follow one 
or two apostolic connections, and give space for discussion 
before moving to application. The Overcomer’s Checkpoint at 
the end of each chapter can serve as a starting point. No one 
needs to manufacture a striking insight. Patient attention, 
honest questions, and prayerful obedience will often bear more 
fruit than an impressive display of connections.
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A P P E N D I X  B

Connections at a Glance
Authority and kind for the main connections in this book

This table lists the main connections discussed in the book, 
using the two questions from “How to Read This Book.” 
Authority asks whether Jesus or an apostle names the 
connection (Named) or whether we are drawing it ourselves 
(Drawn). Kind asks whether the Old Testament text is a Promise 
looking ahead, a Pattern (a person, event, or institution) brought 
to fullness, or a Correspondence, a resemblance of theme or 
language. Isaiah 6 is labeled Vision, since the usual categories 
do not exhaust every connection. These labels describe the 
connections, not their importance.

Old Testament New Testament use Kind Authority

Genesis 2:24 Ephesians 5:31–32 Pattern Named

Genesis 3:15 Hebrews 2:14 Promise Drawn

Genesis 3:21 None Correspondence Drawn

Adam Romans 5:14; 1 
Corinthians 15:45

Pattern Named

Genesis 12:3 Galatians 3:8, 16 Promise Named

Genesis 14:18–
20

Hebrews 7:1–3 Pattern Named

Genesis 15:6 Romans 4:20–25 Pattern Named

Genesis 22 Hebrews 11:17–19; John 
8:56

Pattern Named for 
resurrection 
figure; drawn 
for the specific 
Christ 
connection

Genesis 28:12 John 1:51 Pattern Named

Genesis 50:20 
(Joseph)

Acts 7:9–14 Correspondence Drawn

Exodus 3:14 John 8:58 Correspondence Drawn

Exodus 12 1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 
1:18–19; John 19:36

Pattern Named

Exodus 14 1 Corinthians 10:1–2 Pattern Named
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Old Testament New Testament use Kind Authority

Exodus 16–17 John 6:32–35; 1 
Corinthians 10:4

Pattern Named

Exodus 24:8 Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 
9:18–23

Pattern Named

Exodus 25–40 John 1:14; 2:19–21; 
Ephesians 2:19–22; 
Hebrews 8:5; 9:1–12

Pattern Named

Leviticus 16; 
17:11

Hebrews 9:22; 10:11–14; 
13:11–13

Pattern Named

Numbers 21:8–9 John 3:14–15 Pattern Named

Numbers 24:17 Revelation 22:16 Correspondence Drawn

Deuteronomy 
18:15–19

Acts 3:22–23; Luke 9:35 Promise Named

Deuteronomy 
21:23

Galatians 3:13 Pattern Named

Job 19:25 Hebrews 2:14–17 Correspondence Drawn

Job 33:23–24 Mark 10:45 Correspondence Drawn

Psalm 2 Acts 4:25–28; 13:33 Promise Named

Psalm 8 Hebrews 2:6–9; 1 
Corinthians 15:27

Pattern Named

Psalm 16:10 Acts 2:25–32; 13:35–37 Promise Named

Psalm 22 Matthew 27:46; John 
19:23–24; Hebrews 2:11–
12

Pattern Named

Psalm 24 None Correspondence Drawn

Psalm 40:6–8 Hebrews 10:5–10 Pattern Named

Psalm 45:6 Hebrews 1:8 Promise Named

Psalm 68:18 Ephesians 4:8 Pattern Named

Psalm 69 John 2:17; 19:28–29; 
Romans 15:3

Pattern Named

Psalm 110 Acts 2:34–36; Matthew 
22:41–46; Hebrews 7

Promise Named

Psalm 118:22 Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11
–12

Pattern Named

Proverbs 8 John 1:1–3 Correspondence Drawn

Solomon’s 
wisdom

Matthew 12:42 Pattern Named

Ecclesiastes 
(vanity)

Romans 8:20–21 Correspondence Drawn



T H E  O V E R C O M E R  P R E S S 63

Old Testament New Testament use Kind Authority

Song of 
Solomon

Ephesians 5:25–32 Pattern Named for 
marriage; 
drawn for the 
Song’s details

Isaiah 6 John 12:41 Vision Named

Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:22–23 Promise Named

Isaiah 9:6–7 Luke 1:32–33; Acts 2:30 Promise Named

Isaiah 42:1–4 Matthew 12:15–21 Promise Named

Isaiah 52:13–
53:12

Acts 8:32–35; 1 Peter 
2:24

Promise Named

Jeremiah 23:5–6 1 Corinthians 1:30 Correspondence Drawn

Jeremiah 31:31–
34

Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:6–
13

Promise Named

Ezekiel 34 John 10:11 Promise Drawn

Ezekiel 36:25–27 Titus 3:5–6 Correspondence Drawn

Daniel 7:13–14 Matthew 26:64; 28:18 Promise Named

Hosea 2:19–23 Romans 9:24–26; 1 Peter 
2:10

Promise Named

Hosea 11:1 Matthew 2:15 Pattern Named

Jonah 1:17 Matthew 12:39–41 Pattern Named

Amos 7:7–9 None Correspondence Drawn

Amos 9:11–12 Acts 15:13–18 Promise Named

Habakkuk 2:4 Romans 1:17; Galatians 
3:11; Hebrews 10:38

Promise Named

Habakkuk 3:17–
18

None Correspondence Drawn

Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:5–6 Promise Named

Zechariah 9:9; 
12:10

Matthew 21:4–5; John 
19:37

Promise Named

Joel 2:28–32 Acts 2:16–21 Promise Named

Malachi 3:1 Matthew 11:10 Promise Named
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Reading Notes
The controlling texts for this study are Luke 24:13–49 and John 
5:39–47. Luke’s account distinguishes the road conversation, the 
recognition at the table, the return to Jerusalem, and the Lord’s 
later instruction of the gathered disciples. The book follows that 
sequence when referring to the events.

Biblical quotations are taken from the King James Version. 
Reference ranges sometimes identify a larger argument being 
summarized rather than the precise limits of a quotation. 
Expository connections without an explicit New Testament 
identification are presented as correspondences or applications, 
not as additional inspired statements.

The terms “Old Testament” and “New Testament” refer to the 
familiar collections of biblical books. “Old covenant” and “new 
covenant” refer to covenant relationships discussed within those 
books. These terms overlap in common speech but are not 
interchangeable in every context. The Old Testament itself 
promises the new covenant.

The chapter on the wisdom books considers Job, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon; the Psalms have their 
own chapter. The discussions of Proverbs 8 and the Song of 
Solomon preserve their literary forms while reading them within 
the wider biblical testimony concerning Christ.

The study affirms Christ’s present reign, the present blessings of 
the new covenant, His future visible return, the bodily 
resurrection, final judgment, and the new creation. It does not 
offer a complete timetable for every prophetic passage; its 
purpose is to keep the person and work of Christ central to both 
present faith and future hope.
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Scripture Index
References discussed or quoted in the main text and reading notes. Page 

numbers are linked; repeated references on a page appear once.

Genesis
2:24 9
3:15 8
3:21 9
12:3 9
14:18–20 10
15:6 10
22:8 10
22:14 10
28:12 11
50:20 11

Exodus
3:14 11
12 11
12:46 11
14 12
16–17 12
24:8 12
25–40 12

Leviticus
4 13
16:21 13
17:11 13

Numbers
21:8–9 14
24:17 14

Deuteronomy
10:16 15
18:15–19 14
21:23 15
30:6 15

Job
9:32–33 28
16:21 28
19:25 28
19:25–27 29
33:23–24 29

Psalm
2:7 23
8:4–6 24
16 59
16:10 26
22:18 25
22:22 25
23:1 26
24 26

31:5 26
40:6–8 25
45:6 27
51 27
68:18 26
69:9 26
110 59
110:1 24
110:4 24
118:22 26
150:6 27

Proverbs
1:1 30
1:7 29
3:5 30
8 64
8:22 30

Ecclesiastes
2:24 31
3:12–13 31
12:13–14 31

Song of Solomon
6:3 32

Isaiah
6:1–5 17
7:14 16
9:6–7 16
42:1–4 17
52:13–53:12 17
60:19–20 18

Jeremiah
23:5–6 18, 46
31:31–34 18

Ezekiel
34:11–24 19
36:25–27 18

Daniel
2:34–35 19
2:44 19
7:13–14 19

Hosea
2:19–23 20
11:1 20, 59
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Joel
2:28–32 21

Amos
7:7–9 21
9:11–12 20
9:12 20

Jonah
1:17 20

Micah
5:2 21

Habakkuk
2:4 21
3:17–18 21

Zechariah
9:9 21
12:10 21

Malachi
3:1 21

Matthew
1:1 37
1:22–23 16, 37
2:5–6 21
2:15 20
4:17 37
5:17 37
7:24–27 37
11:10 21
12:15–21 17
12:39–41 20
12:39–42 38
12:42 30
21:4–5 21
21:42 26
22:41–46 24
26:28 12
26:64 19
27:46 25
28:18 19
28:18–20 38

Mark
8:27–31 38
10:35–45 38
10:45 29

Luke
1:32–33 16
4:16–21 39
9:30–31 14
9:35 14
18:31–34 4
19:1–10 39

22:20 18
23:46 26
24:13–35 4
24:13–49 64
24:15–16 4
24:21 4
24:25 4
24:26 5
24:27 1
24:30–31 5
24:32 54
24:34 6
24:44 23
24:45 5, 34
24:46–49 39

John
1:1 39
1:1–3 30
1:14 12
1:17 37
1:29 10
1:45 14
1:51 11
2:17 26
2:19–21 12
3:14–15 14
3:29 32
5:39–40 57
5:39–47 64
5:46 1, 8
6:32–35 12
6:35 39
8:12 39
8:56 10
8:58 11
8:59 11
10:11 19, 26, 39
11:25 39
12:41 17
14:6 39
14:26 35
15:1 39
16:13–15 35
16:14 34
16:33 50
19:23–24 25
19:28–29 26
19:30 39
19:36 11
19:37 21
20:30–31 40

Acts
1:1 41
1:8 41
1:8–11 41
2:16–21 21
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2:16–36 41
2:25–32 26
2:30 17
2:34–36 24
2:38–42 42
3:12–16 43
3:18 42
3:22–23 14
4:11–12 26
4:25–28 23
5–7 43
7:9–14 11
8:32–35 17
9:4–5 43
9:15 44
10:34–48 43
10:43 1, 16
13:32–34 17
13:33 23
13:35–37 26
15:7–11 43
15:13–18 20
15:17 20
17:2–3 42
17:11 42
17:11–12 57
18:28 42
26:22–23 42
28:23 42
28:30–31 44

Romans
1:1–4 2
1:17 21
4:20–25 10
5 59
5:1 45
5:14 8
5:17–19 9
6:11–13 46
8:1–14 46
8:20–21 31
8:23 3
9:24–26 20
15:3 26
15:4 45
15:8 45
16:25–26 45

1 Corinthians
1:24 30
1:30 18, 30, 46
5:7 11
5:8 11
10:1–2 12
10:4 12
10:6–12 14
15:3–4 2

15:20–23 48
15:25–26 3, 19, 51
15:27 24
15:45 9
15:58 31

2 Corinthians
1:20 2
3:6–18 35
5:10 48
11:2 32

Galatians
2:20 46
3:8 10
3:11 21
3:13 15
3:16 10
3:29 10
5:22–23 47

Ephesians
1:22–23 47
2:14–22 47
2:19–22 12
3:4–6 34
4:1–16 47
4:8 26
5:25–27 32
5:25–32 32
5:31–32 9

Philippians
2:12–13 47
3:9 46

Colossians
1:27 45
1:28–29 45
1:29 46
2:3 28
2:16–17 34
3:4 48

1 Timothy
2:5 28
6:17 31

Titus
3:5–6 18

Hebrews
1:1–2 2, 34
1:5 23
1:8 27
2:6–9 24
2:10 24
2:11–12 25
2:14 8



68 A L L  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S  C O N C E R N I N G  H I M S E L F

2:14–17 29
4:15–16 29
7:1–3 10
7:17–28 24
7:25 13
8:6–13 18
9:9–14 13
9:18–23 12
9:22 13
9:24–28 47
9:27–28 31
10:1–14 34
10:5–7 25
10:9–10 25
10:11–14 13
10:19–22 14, 47
10:26–31 48
10:38 21
11:4 9
11:17–19 10
11:24–26 15
12:24 9
12:25 48
13:11–13 13
13:20 26

James
2:14–26 48
5:11 29

1 Peter
1:3–16 48
1:10–12 5, 16
1:18–19 11
2:10 20
2:24 17
2:25 17
3:20–22 9

1 John
2:3–6 48
3:14–18 48
5:4–5 50

Jude
20–21 48
24 48

Revelation
1:1 49
1:12–20 49
2:1–7 50
2:7 50
2:10 53
2:11 50
3:5 50
3:14–22 50
3:21 50
5:5–10 51

5:13 27
12:11 51
19:7–9 52
19:10 49
19:11–16 51
20:11–15 51
21:1–4 52
21:2 52
21:7 50
21:22 52
21:23–26 18
22:1–5 52
22:16 14, 52
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About the Author
Rick Simoni writes for The Overcomer Magazine, encouraging 
believers to see the unity of the Scriptures in Jesus Christ and to 
live in the reality of His finished work, present reign, and 
indwelling life. His writing emphasizes the movement from 
shadow to substance, the fellowship of Christ’s body, and the 
obedience that grows from faith.

The Overcomer Press is a publishing ministry of The Overcomer 
Magazine. Its books are prepared for the encouragement of 
believers and the strengthening of a Christ-centered 
understanding of Scripture.

For articles, Bible studies, and freely available books, visit 
theovercomer.org.
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Companion Books
The Fulfillment in Christ Series

The Elephant in the Room
How the Apostles Read Israel’s Promises After Christ Came.
This companion study follows their testimony concerning the 
throne of David, the promise to Abraham, the temple, the 
priesthood, and the one new man. It asks readers to let the 
apostolic witness govern their understanding of fulfillment and 
hope.

Flesh and Spirit
Why Christian Zionism Cannot See the Kingdom examines the 
difference between expectations centered upon earthly forms 
and the realities revealed in Christ. It considers covenant, 
inheritance, temple, and the people of God, with an emphasis 
upon the Son in whom God’s promises reach their purpose.

These books belong to the unnumbered Fulfillment in Christ 
Series. Each can be read independently; together they invite 
readers to consider the unity of God’s purpose in His Son. Read 
and share the complete free PDFs under the distribution 
permission included in each book. Visit theovercomer.org for the 
Books collection and related studies.
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